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REPORT. 


VIRGINIA  MILITARY  INSTITUTE, 
July  7,  1855. 

lR> 

The  board  of  visitors  of  this  institution,  in  submitting  to  your  excellency  their  an- 

ual  report,  beg  leave  to  state  : 

That  they  have,  according  to  the  obligations  of  law,  made  the  usual  inspection  of  the 
rms  deposited  in  the  arsenal,  and  found  them  in  a  most  excellent  state  of  preservation, 
'hat  they  have  attended  the  examinations  of   the  cadets,  and  are  gratified  to  be  able  to 

port  a  more  than  usual  proficiency  by  the  several  classes  in  the  subjects  of  their  r.espec- 
ve  courses;,  and  that  the  graduation  exercises  of  the  first  class  were  listened  to  with  great 
iterest,  and  excited  and  deserved  the  approbation  and  admiration  of  the  board. 

Of  the  several  classes  as  the  most  distinguished  it  is  their  duty  to  report: 

First  Class. 

*1.    Cadet  S.  Crutchfield  of  the  county  of  Spotsylvania. 
*2.         "     L.  T.  W.  Patton  of  the  city  of  Richmond. 

Second  Class. 

*1.    Cadet  F.  W.  Smith  of  the  city  of  Norfolk. 
*2.         "     P.  B.  Stanard     "         "  Richmond. 

Third  Class. 

*1.    Cadet  W.  H.  Taylor  of  the  city  of  Norfolk. 
*2.         "     C.W.Hardy 

Fourth  Class. 

*1.    Cadet  L.  B.  Hardin  of  the  city  of  Alexandria. 
*2.         "     L.VV.  Reid 

For  the  financial  operations  of  the  institute  during  the  past  year,  the  executive  is  referred 
o  the  report  of  the  committee  of  finance.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  balance  against 
he  building  fund  is  $  5,000,  while  there  are  credits  to  the  quartermaster  and  subsistence 
lepartments,  of  $  1,341  58. 

The  last  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  exhibited  the  fact  that  there  was  a  credit  to 
ihe  building  fund  of  some  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  the  board  of  visitors,  in  their  last 
innual  report,  communicated  to  your  excellency  that  the  new  barracks  were  finished. 
This  report  was  based  upon  the  hypothesis,  that  with  the  balance  reported  by  the  superin- 
tendent to  the  credit  of  the  building  fund,  sufficient  means  would  remain  on  hand  to  com- 
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plete  the  unfinished  building.  It  appears,  however,  that  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  ii 
business  on  the  superintendent  of  carpentry  and  masonry  to  get  the  mess  hall  in  readine  i 
for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  last  July,  these  subordinate  officers  omitted,  by  inal 
vertence,  an  item  of  balance  against  the  building  fund,  amounting  to  $  1,443,  which  macj 
the  estimate  of  the  superintendent  too  large  by  this  amount.  Still,  with  this  drawback, 
is  believed  that  the  building  could  have  been  finished,  or  very  nearly  so,  had  it  not  beej 
for  the  enhancement  in  the  prices  of  all  kinds  of  provisions,  labor  and  building  material 
In  addition  to  this,  the  board  would  state  that  with  the  view  of  promoting  the  economy  ;] 
well  as  quality  of  the  work,  the  board  of  visitors  which  directed  the  building  of  the  ne 
barracks,  ordered  the  superintendent  to  dispense  with  contracts,  and  to  conduct  the  buil 
ing  by  day  labor,  under  the  superintendence  of  competent  master  workmen  in  carpenti 
and  masonry.     This  fact  added  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  in  all  the  outstanding  accounts. 

The  subsistence  department  was  placed  on  a  distinct  and  independent  footing  in  184*1 
and  the  surplus  revenue  of  that  department,  after  meeting  necessary  liabilities  for  boardir 
the  cadets,  was  dedicated  to  the  purchase  of  property  required  for  the  mess  hall.  Ov< 
and  above  this,  resulting  from  a  rate  of  board  of  only  $  7  50  per  month,  there  was  four 
to  accrue-a  fund  sufficient  to  warrant  the  board  in  the  belief  that  a  debt  might  becontracte 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  mess  hall  in  place  of  the  building  then  used  for  that  pa; 
pose,  which  would  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  be  extinguished  by  the  surplus  thus  arisin; 
The  appropriation  subsequently  asked  for,  and  so  liberally  bestowed  by  the  legislature 
contemplated  the  completion  of  this  building  and  the  liquidation  of  this  liability  assume! 
by  the  subsistence  department;  but  still  it  was  confidently  hoped  that  the  whole  of  th; 
fund  would  be  applied  alone  to  the  completion  of  the  barracks.  In  this  the  board  has  bee 
unfortunately  disappointed.  The  high  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  of  all  kinds,  (no 
withstanding  the  price  of  board  had  been  raised  to  $  8  50  per  mouth,)  prevented  the  rea' 
zation  of  the  estimated  surplus,  and  threw  the  debt  due  for  the  mess  hall  upon  the  buildir1 
fund,  which  has  been  exhausted,  and  leaves  still  a  deficiency,  to  be  supplied  as  above  state' 
of  $  5,000.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  and  the  board  most  earnestly  recommends  th 
the  legislature  should  make  an  appropriation  to  meet  this  liability.  The  diversion  of  til 
fund  from  its  contemplated  purpose  will  also  make  it  necessary  that  an  appropriate 
should  be  made  to  thoroughly  complete  and  furnish  the  wings  of  the  new  barracks, 
pave  the  court  yard,  improve  and  complete  the  character  of  the  buildings  as  a  militai] 
post,  by  throwing  up  in  rear  of  the  arsenal  a  bastioned  earth  work  and  of  grading,  fencir; 
and  ornamenting  the  grounds.  It  is  believed  that  $  10,000  will  be  required  for  th 
purpose. 

Your  attention  is  particularly  directed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  course  < 
instruction.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that  the  compensation  allowed  to  the  professo: 
should  be  commensurate  with  their  services  and  sufficient  to  afford  the  means  of  suj1 
porting  themselves  and  their  families.  The  funds  of  the  institute  are  not  sufficient  at  th 
time  to  provide  adequately  for  their  maintenance.  The  tuition  fees  of  the  pay  cadets  ha\ 
been  limited  to  $  50  per  annum,  and  the  board  have  refused  to  increase  them,  from  tt 
hope  that  the  institution  would  not  be  required  to  sustain  itself,  as  is  the  case  in  other  cc 
leges,  by  a  tax  upon  learning  and  education,  but  that  the  bounty  of  the  state  would  mal< 
provision  for  her  necessities.  The  fact  is  undeniable,  that  the  low  price  of  tuition  enable 
numbers  of  those  who  are  pay  cadets  to  receive  an  education  in  part  at  the  expense  i 
the  state,  whose  means  would  absolutely  deny  the  advantages  of  education  elsewhere. 

Provision  has  only  been  made  in  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  corps  as  a  state  guar 
for  the  arsenal,  for  the  support  of  twenty-five  cadets,  and  hence  the  board  has  been  con 
pelled  to  devote  a  portion  of  the  sum  arising  from  the  tuition  fees  of  pay  cadets  to  the  suj 
port  and  education  of  seven  additional  state  cadets.  This  fund  is  also  charged  with  th 
salaries  of  the  professors  of  natural  philosophy  and  French.     The  educational  departtuei 


Doc.  No.  11.  5 

the  institute,  with  a  pressing  necessity  for  additional  professors,  which  cannot  be  met,  is 
rely  able  to  sustain  itself.  The  board  would  earnestly  recommend  that  the  legislature 
ould  relieve  the  fund  arising  from  the  tuition  fees  from  the  support  of  state  cadets  and 
ofessors,  and  make  provision  for  an  increase  of  the  academic  board,  by  an  additional 
nual  appropriation  for  educational  purposes,  of  $5,000.  This  policy  would  enable  the 
ard  to  dedicate  the  tuition  fund  to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  eighteen  additional 
te  cadets,  thus  increasing  the  number  to  fifty,  or  one  for  each  senatorial  district  under 
;  new  arrangement. 

Your  excellency  is  referred  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  subsistence.  It  has  been 
ind  expedient  to  increase  the  price  of  board  to  $i0  per  month.  Such  a  step  was  abso- 
ely  necessary,  from  the  high  prices  of  provisions. 

It  is  believed  that  this  sum  is  less  than  at  any  other  institution  in  the  state.  The  board 
s  been  informed  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  raise  the  price  of  board  at  the 
liversity  of  Virginia  to  $15,  and  at  Hampden  Sidney  college  to  $12  per  month — which 
ts  of  themselves  sufficiently  indicate  the  necessity  of  the  additional  charge  here. 

A.  communication  was  received  from  F.  Minor,  Esq.  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the 
jrginia  state  agricultural  society;  and  the  board  subsequently  held  a  conference  with  that 
jntleman  and  other  members  of  the  committee,  with  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a 
pfessorship  of  practical  agricultural  chemistry  in  this  institution.  The  views  of  the  board 
sre  expressed  in  a  written  communication  to  these  gentlemen;  and  it  is  hoped  some 
rangement  may  be  entered  into  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  society. 

The  board  would  recommend  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  the  construc- 
n  of  an  independent  water  communication  for  the  institute. 

The  history  of  the  institute's  connection  with  the  corporation  of  Lexington  for  the  sup- 
i  of  water  to  the  former,  the  difficulties  which  have  occurred  and  now  exist,  growing 
t  of  that  connection,  as  well  as  the  urgent  reasons  that  are  presented  for  its  dissolution, 
3  embodied  in  a  communication  from  the  superintendent  and  counsel  of  the  institute, 
pended  hereto. 

Signed 

W.  B.  TALIAFERRO,  Pres. 
W.  H.  RICHARDSON, 
WM.  SEYMOUR, 
DOUGLAS  B.  LAYNE, 
ARTHUR  R.  SMITH, 
AUG.  J.  SMITH. 
Mis  Excellency  Joseph  Johnson. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Unanimously  adopted  July  7,  1855. 


t.  The  entire  income  of  the  Virginia  military  institute  account,  based  upon 
|  superintendent's  estimate,  is  -  15,070  00 

tis  sum  may  be  augmented  by  incidental  causes,  arising  from  a  larger  num- 
ber of  pay  cadets,  -  -  -  -  -         ^°_°^ 
Total  actual  and  conjectural  income,  ■-    $36.270  00 

lie  liabilities  of  the  institute,  upon  the  estimate  of  the  superin- 
tendent,is         -  15>070  60 

Lese  will  be  increased  by  the  advance  in  board,  &e.  and  extra- 
ordinary liabilities,  -  1,20°  °°     $16,270  00 

Showing  that  this  account,  upon  which  the  support  of  the  institute  depends,  is  barely 
le  to  support  itself;  and  if  extraordinary  causes  operate  against  it,  it  may  be  in  debt.  An 
sreased  appropriation  from  the  state  is  absolutely  needed  by  the  demands  arising  from  the 
hanced  prices  of  living— all  of  which  operates  to  make  the  pay  of  the  professors  insuf- 
ient,  and  the  amount  allowed  for  the  support  of  state  cadets  below  the  actual  necessities. 

II.  The  total  credits  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  -  -       32,848  20 

Total  liabilities,  -  -  -       31,14991 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  -       $1,698  29 

This  balance  is  more  than  absorbed  by  outstanding  claims,  some  of  which  will  doubtless 
ion  be  paid-but  estimating  $800  as  bad  debts,  will  leave  a  contingent  surplus  of 
898  29. 

III.  The  credits  of  subsistence  department,  -  -  -       19,548  15 

,  ,.  , ...  •  .  19,104  86 
he  liabilities,  -  

Balance  to  credit  of  subsistence  department,  $  443  29 

IV.  The  building  fund  has  been  credited  with  the  sum  of         -  -       96,000  00 

Total  disbursements,  -       93,233  57 

Total  balance  to  credit  of  building  fund,  -      $2.766  43 

Existing  liabilities  $7,766  43-making  the  balance  against  the  building  fund,  $5,000. 
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Recapitulation. 

Balance  to  credit  of  quartermaster's  department,        ...  698 

subsistence  department,                -                     -                     -  443 

Making                     -  1,341 

Balance  against  the  building  fund,                     -  5,000 

Balance  against  the  institution,                         -  S  3.658 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Virginia  milk; 
institute  have  carefully  examined  the  same,  and  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  preceding  sta 
ment  of  facts  presents  its  true  financial  condition.  The  vouchers  under  the  heads 
receipts  and  expenditures  were  all  neatly  and  carefully  arranged. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I).  B.  lAYNE, 
WM.  SEYMOUR, 

To  Col.  Wk.  B.  Taliaferro, 

Pres.  B.  V.  V.  M.  I. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  INSTRUCTION, 

Unanimously  adopted  July  7,  1855. 


The  committee  on  instruction  have  investigated  the  subjects  embraced  within  the  sphere 
their  duties  with  the  earnest  interest  which  their  importance  demands. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  members  of  the  academic  board  have  discharged  the  duties 
nfided  to  them  with  a  fidelity  and  ability  which  an  exalted  sense  of  official  responsibility, 
lited  with  distinguished  attainments  in  their  several  departments,  could  only  have  ac- 
mplished. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  cannot  refrain  from  repeating  the  regret,  expressed  at  the 
:t  annual  meeting,  that  services  so  ably  performed  should  be  so  inadequately  paid  for.  It 
believed  that  the  professors  of  the  Virginia  military  institute  will  compare  advantageously 
th  any  similar  corps  in  the  Union  in  science  and  general  attainments ;  and  yet  it  is  a 
miliating  truth  that  their  salaries  are  much  less  than  those  paid  in  the  first,  and  not  equal 
what  is  paid  in  the  second  class  literary  institutions  of  the  country  to  the  incumbents  of 
e  professorial  chairs.  But  the  Virginia  military  institute  is  a  state  institution,  in  which 
3  number  of  students  is  limited  by  the  want  of  means  of  accommodation;  and  the  reve- 
e  which  should  arise  under  ordinary  circumstances  from  the  tuition  fees  of  that  small 
mber,  is  still  further  diminished  by  the  duty  imposed  upon  it  of  gratuitously  instructing 
rty-two  state  cadets.  Hence  the  institute  must  rely  upon  other  resources  than  its  legiti- 
me tuition  fees  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  just  compensation  of  its  academic  board  ;  and 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  this  ought  to  be  made  by  an  increase  on  the  part  of  the 
nature  of  the  annuity  to  the  institute;  which  is  accordingly  recommended. 

WM.  SEYMOUR, 
AUG.  J.  SMITH. 

»  Col.  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro, 

Pres.  B.  V.  V.  M.  I. 
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REPORT  ON  QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Unanimously  adopted  July  7,  1855. 


The  undersigned  committee  on  the  quartermaster's  department  present  the  following 
port: 

The  committee  have  examined  with  as  much  care  as  practicable  the  quartermaster's 
Dres,  and  find  that  they  have  been  purchased  on  fair  terms,  and  are  of  good  and  suitable 
lality.  The  object  of  this  department  is  to  furnish  clothing,  books  and  all  necessary  arti- 
es  to  the  cadets  at  the  lowest  possible  prices,  and  the  per  cent,  added  to  the  prime  cost  is 
erely  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  and  meet  the  incidental  losses  of  the  department, 
ertain  articles  of  military  dress,  such  as  forage  caps,  belts,  &c.  cannot  be  found  in  our 
arkets;  and  being  made  especially  for  the  institute,  are  procured  at  as  reasonable  prices 
could  be  expected. 

The  committee  find  a  large  amount  of  property,  in  the  form,  of  room  furniture,  in  the 
?e  of  the  cadets.     To  meet  the  loss  resulting  from  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  this 

operty.  and  to  defray  the  expense  of  two  servants  employed  in  part  for  the  cadets,  an 
mual  charge  of  $  5  is  made  against  each  cadet. 

A  charge  for  general  damages  is  also  made  against  the  cadets,  regulated  by  the  amount 

injury  done  by  them  to  the  public  property.     When  the  damage  can  be  traced  to  the 

adet  by  whom  it  is  done,  the  charge  is  made  against  him;  but  when  this  cannot  be  done,  it 

deemed  right  to  distribute  the  amount  equally  among  them,  as  they  are  individually  re- 
jonsible,  as  members  of  the  public  guard,  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  property. 

From  the  report  of  the  quartermaster,  it  appears  that  $  22.948  94  have  been  disbursed 
jr  his  department  during  the  year,  which  is  offset  by  credits  from  the  sale  of  merchandise 
)  officers  and  cadets,  amounting  to  $24,222  61,  leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  de- 
artment,  of  $1,273  67.  The  liabilities  of  the  department  amount  to  $8,199  77;  to  meet 
•hich.  there  is  in  charge  of  the  quartermaster  $  8,624  39  worth  of  property,  leaving  a  ba- 
.nce  to  the  credit  of  the  department,  of  $  424  62 — which  being  added  to  the  amount  due 
y  the  treasurer,  makes  the  total  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  department,  $1,698  29. 

The  board  will  find  by  reference  to  statement  4,  accompanying  the  report  of  the  quarter- 
master, that  the  receipts  of  the  department  for  washing  have  fallen  short  of  the  expenditures 
lis  year,  $  209  11.  The  large  amount  of  summer  clothing  required  by  the  cadets  and  the 
lcreased  price  of  labor  have  produced  this  result.  The  board  will  see  the  importance  of 
irecting  an  increase  in  the  charge  sufficient  to  cover  the  expense.  The  department  has 
lso  sustained  a  loss  of  $  416  97  in  fuel  and  lights  furnished  to  the  cadets.  As  the  present 
dmirable  system  of  heating  and  lighting  was  provided  with  special  reference  to  the  health, 
omfort  and  convenience  of  the  cadets,  we  would  recommend  that  an  annual  charge  be 
aade  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  department  for  its  ouday  on  this  account. 

Of  the  $  2,263  39,  due  by  ex-cadets,  $  800  may  be  regarded  as  bad  debts,  and  must  be 
educted  from  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  department. 

ARTH.  R.  SMITH, 
DOUGLAS  B.  LAYNE. 

Col.  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro, 

Pres.  B.  V.  V.  M.  I. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SUBSISTENCE. 

Unanimously  adopted  July  6,  1855. 


The  committee  on  subsistence,  after  a  careful  and  minute  examination  of  that  depart- 
ing beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

They  find  a  perfect  and  systematic  arrangement  pervades  the  whole  department,  admi- 
bly  administered  as  well  in  regard  to  proper  economy  as  attention  to  detail. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  visitors,  the  price  of  boarding  per  month  was 
vanced  from  $7  50  to  $8  50,  owing  to  the  enlarged  prices  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 
nee  which  time  a  still  greater  advance  in  prices  has  taken  place,  which  will  render  it  pro- 
r  that  a  correspondent  advance  should  be  made  in  the  price  of  board.  By  a  reference  to 
accounts  and  vouchers  furnished  by  the  superintendent  of  this  department,  it  will  ap- 
ar  that  the  advance  in  the  prices  on  ail  those  articles  required  by  this  department,  from 
3  year  1S50  to  1654,  was  about  30  per  cent,  on  the  average  prices  previous  to  that  time. 
d  that  the  advance  at  this  time  will  be  about  46  per  cent,  making  a  difference  of  16  per 
nt.  against  the  prices  of  the  last  year;  which  would  have  been  materially  increased  but 
r  most  judicious  and  advantageous  contracts  made  by  the  superintendent  of  the  institute. 
ae  committee  would,  therefore,  recommend  an  increase  in  the  price  of  board  from  §  8  50 
$10  per  month,  an  amount  barely  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred,  and  at  the 
me  time  much  less  than  board  of  the  same  quality  can  be  furnished  in  this  vicinity, 
idging  by  the  present  state  of  things,  which  the  committee  can  see  no  reason  to  think  will 
aterially  change,  they  are  of  opinion  that  there  will  be  no  material  change  in  the  prices  of 
I  those 'articles  required  by  the  department  during  the  ensuing  year.  Consequently,  in 
der  that  this  department  may  be  able  to  sustain  itself,  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  price 
'  board  to  $10  per  month. 


All  which  is  respectful!)'  submitted. 


o  Col.  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro, 

Pres.  B.   V.  V.  M.  I. 


AUG.  J.  SMITH, 

WM.  H.  RICHARDSON. 
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EEPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  DISCIPLINE, 

Unanimously  adopted  July  7.  1855. 


On  this  subject  the  committee  has  little  to  add  to  what  appears  from  the  report  of  Major 
llham,  commandant  of  the  corps  of  cadets,  which  conveys  the  very  satisfactory  inforina- 
tn  that  unusual  obedience  to  the  regulations  and  discipline  has  characterized  the  corps 
<;ring  the  past  year.  This  is  the  more  remarkable,  since  in  every  instance  of  dismissal, 
f  infractions  of  the  regulations  instituted  by  the  board  of  visitors  for  suppressing  and  pre- 
inting  the  maltreatment  of  new  cadets,  (which  has  too  often  disgraced  the  institution 
lretofore,)  the  board,  with  as  we  think  mistaken  lenity,  have  reinstated  every  offender 
Sic  has  been  convicted  and  dismissed  by  sentence  of  courts  martial. 

The  result  of  the  examination  just  concluded,  the  orderly  and  gentlemanly  deportment 
l  every  member  cf  the  corps  of  cadets,  so  far  as  it  has  come  under  our  observation,  must 
Ive  been  highly  satisfactory  to  the  whole  board.  In  addition  to  this,  the  members  of  the 
feth  class  have  voluntarily  pledged  themselves  that  they  will  abstain  from  the  ungentle- 
linly,  unfeeling  and  unmanly  course  towards  the  new  cadets,  which  has  been  so  justly 

niplained  of  heretofore,  and  use  their  most  strenuous  exertions  to  prevent  it  in  others. 

e  dommend  this  very  honorable  manifestation  on  the  part  of  the  junior  class  to  the  senior 

isses  of  the  corps. 

From  what  has  been  staled,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  practice  of 
izzing  and  maltreating  the  new  cadets  can  ever  occur  again  If,  however,  this  just  and 
isonable  expectation  should  be  disappointed,  it  will  in  that  case  be  the  imperative  duty 
the  board  of  visitors  to  adhere  inflexibly  to  the  regulations  they  have  themselves  adopted 
r  the  suppression  of  this  scandalous  and  cruel  abuse,  and  to  visit  upon  srery  offender  the 
most  penally  prescribed  by  sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

The  want  of  good  music  has  often  been  the  cause  of  serious  inconvenience,  which  might 
remedied  by  a  small  band  of  enlisted  musicians.     It  would  be  superfluous,  however,  to 
commend   it  at  this  time,  the  very  limited  endowment  of  the  institute  rendering  it  en- 
ely  impracticable. 

WxM.  H.  RICHARDSON, 
ARTH.  R.  SMITH. 
J  Col.  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro, 

Pres.  B.V.V.  St.  I 


Head  Quarters, 

Virginia  Mil.  Institute, 
June  25,  1855. 

» 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  annual -report  of -the  operations  of 
bis  institution. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT, 


FINANCES. 


The  financial  operations  of  the  institute  are  classified  under  four  distinct  heads.  1.  The 
'/irsinia  Military  Institute.  2.  The  quartermaster's  Department.  3.  Tlte  Subsistence  De- 
Lrtment.  4.  The  Building  Fund.  Full  exhibits  of  each  of  these  departments  accompany 
his  report,  and  are  marked  A,  B,  C  and  D. 

1.  The  Virginia  Military  Institute  account  embraces  in  its  receipts  the  animal -state  ap- 
propriation for  the  support  of  the  institute,  the  pay  of  the  ordnance  sergeant,  the  tuition 
fees  of  the  pay  cadets,  the  fees  for  diplomas  and  the  commission  for  the  safe  keeping  and 
Jisbnrsement  of  the  deposits  of  the  cadets. 

These  receipts,  upon  the  basis  of  ninety  pay  and  thirty-two  state  cadets, 
amount  in  the   aggregate   to  the   annual  sum  of  (A)  -  -    &1:j>-0<0  00 

This  account  is  charged  with  the  pay  of  the  professors,  treasurer,  surgeon, 
ordnance  sergeant  and  musicians;  with  the  support  of  the  state  cadets,  and 
with  the  contingent  expenses  of  servants,  &c.  amounting 'in  the  aggregate, 
and  upon  the  basis  of  thirty-two  state  cadets,  to  the  annual  sum  of  (A)  -     Si 5.070  00 

The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Virginia  military  institute   account' on  the 

...  -  $189  47 

treasurer's  report,  is  -  ■— i 

An  examination  of  the  statement  upon  which  this  account  is  exhibited,  will  show  that  the 
annual  receipts  are  barely  sufficient  to  meet -current  expenses.  Every  dollar  of  surplus 
hitherto  accruing  to  this  fund,  though  small,  has  been  absorbed  by  the  advanced  price  of 
Boarding  the  state  cadets,  thus  leaving  nothing  upon  which  to  rely  for  the  still  further  ad- 
vance which  the  present  high  prices  of  all  kinds  of  provisions  will  make  inevitable.  In- 
deed it  may  be  expected  that  for  all  the  supplies  furnished  to  the  state  cadets-a  corres- 
ponding  advance  will  take  place,  for  labor  of  all  kinds  must  be  influenced  by  the  price  of 
the  nece«aries  of  life.  When  the  institute  was  established  in  1839,  the  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  public  guard  was  regulated  by  the  following  average  rates  of  provi- 
sions : 

Flour,  per  barrel,  from  $3  to  $4  50. 

Corn,  per  bushel,  from  30  cts.  to  40  cts. 

Beef,  per  lb.  from  2£  cts.  to  3£  cts. 

Potatoes,  per  bushel,  from  30  cts.  to  40  cts. 
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The  present  cash  prices  of  these  articles  are  as  follow  : 

Flour,  per  barrel,  $11. 
Corn,  per  bushel,  $1. 
Beef,  per  hundred  pounds,  $9. 
Potatoes,  per  bushel,  $]. 

So  that,  were  the  public  property  guarded  by  a  company  of  soldiers,  as  formerly,  iri 
stead  of  a  company  of  cadets,  the  enhanced  value  of  the  ration  would  make  an  additioni 
appropriation  necessary  for  the  actual  support  of  the  guard. 

In  the  U.  S.  service,  these  facts  have  had  their  influence,  not  only  in  the  increased  es 
penditure  indispensable  for  the  subsistence  of  the  soldier,  but  in  the  increase  of  their  pa 
from  $7  to  $  11  per  month.  As  a  matter,  then,  of  simple  justice  to  the  institution,  it  seem 
proper  that  the  necessity,  thus  forced  upon  it  by  circumstances  beyond  its  control,  shoult 
be  met  by  a  corresponding  provision  on  the  part  of  the  state.  Although  the  present  higi 
prices  may  not  continue,  there  are  causes  now  in  operation  which  will  prevent  their  re 
duction  to  what  they  were  in  1839.  Various  lines  of  internal  improvement  have  reaches* 
the  county  of  Rockbridge  since  that  period,  affording  great  facilities  to  market,  and  a  cor 
responding  advance  in  the  value  of  productions — while  the  growing  demand  for  all  tin 
substantia!*  of  life  at  the  neighboring  watering  places,  and  especially  the  Rockbridge  Aluni 
springs,  forces  up  prices  much  above  their  regular  standard  elsewhere. 

In  this  view,  reference  is  made  exclusively  to  the  support  of  the  cadets  constituting  th« 
public  guard.  But  why  limit  it  thus?  Has  not  the  Virginia  military  institute  been  recog 
nized  by  the  state  as  a  part  of  her  educational  policy  ?  Has  she  not  sent  its  graduates  into] 
her  primary  schools  and  academies,  and  are  they  not  there,  by  the  agency  of  a  native  anc 
Virginia  educated  teacher,  doing  a  great  work  for  the  state  in  the  great  subject  of  educa 
tional  reform?  Look  at  her  various  lines  of  interna]  improvements.  How  freely  has  sht 
drawn  upon  the  graduates  of  this  school  for  her  civil  engineers.  Of  240  graduates,  111 
have  taught  in  her  schools,  43  have  built  her  railroads  and  canals.  Surely,  then,  we  maj 
well  claim  that  a  school,  which  has  done  and  is  doing  such  service  for  the  state  in  these  twc 
important  interests,  independently  of  the  distinct  and  peculiar  character  of  its  service  as  i 
military  school,  and  of  which  the  campaign  in  Mexico  gave  abundant  evidence,  shall  stil 
receive  the  fostering  care,  and  support  of  the  state.  But  this  demands  the  support,  at  least 
as  far  as  may  consist  with  decent  maintenance,  of  its  corps  of  professors  and  officers.  The 
pay  of  these  officers  was  fixed  when  provisions  were  low,  and  when  the  plain  support  of  a 
family  was  at  least  30  per  cent,  below  what  it  is  at  present.  These  officers  have  fixed  sala- 
ries, and  their  constant  duties  preclude  the  possibility,  even  were  it  proper,  of  engaging  in 
other  pursuits  to  make  up  the  deficiencies  which  the  present  rates  of  the  absolute  neces- 
saries of  life  may  create.  Provision  must  either  be  made  for  their  support,  or  the  corps  of 
instructors  must  be  reduced.  In  July  1851,  and  for  reasons  well  known  to  and  fully  con- 
sidered by  the  board,  the  superintendent  was  authorized  to  appoint  an  adjunct  professor  o! 
mathematics.  With  -every  disposition  from  personal  as  well  as  official  considerations  to 
carry  out  this,  the  means  of  the  institute  have  not  justified  it.  Not  one  dollar  was  at  com- 
mand for.  the  support  of  such  an  officer.  Nor  has  the  superintendent  been  enabled  without 
too  great  a  sacrifice  to  the  institute,  to  avail  himself  of  the  furlough  kindly  authorized  by 
the  board  two  years  ago. 

No  substitute  could  be  provided  for  him,  as  had  been  designed,  by  the  appointment  of 
the  adjunct  professor  of  mathematics;  and  he  has  preferred  (o  continue  to  discharge  the 
professorial  duties  of  both  chairs,  in  the  hope  that  provision  would  be  made  by  the  state 
for  the  urgent  wants  of  the  school. 

All  these  facts  abundantly  show  that  the  sum  now  appropriated  for  the  annual  support  of 
the  institute  is  insufficient  for  this  purpose.     The  sum  of  $6,000  appropriated  to  the  pub 
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.  guard  prior  to  1839,  and  which  was  transferred  to  the  support  of  the  school  in  1839, 
ould  be  insufficient  to  support  the  public  guard  now,  however   that   public   guard   might 
;  organized.     The  sum  of  $  2,500  given  by  the  state  and  literary  fund  to  the   support   of 
e  institute  as  an  educational  school,  on   account  of  salaries  of  professors,  is  now  greatly 
jlow  the  actual  necessities  of  these  professors. 

Let  me  direct  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  language  of  their  last  annual  report.  If 
ey  then  judged  that  the  professors  were  receiving  a  "  bare  support,"  less  than  half  that 
hich  in  some  cases  is  paid  by  our  internal  improvement  companies  to  their  pupils,  who 
ere  formerly  state  cadets,  they  will  surely  see  the  increased  necessity  now  of  giving 
lis  subject  special  consideration. 

2.  The  Quartermaster's  Department  supplies  the  clothing,  fuel,  lights,  books,  stationery,  beds 
ad  washing  of  the  cadets.  The  receipts  embrace  credits  for  the  amount  of  goods  sold  at 
a  advance  of  20  per  cent,  upon  the  invoice  price  of  such  goods,  and  the  actual  cost  of 
iel,  lights  and  washing  furnished. 

'he  total  amount  of  these  receipts  for  the  past  year  was  (B)  -       21,967  63 

^his  department  is  also  credited  with  the  amount  of  goods  on  hand,  as  per 

j  inventory,         -  -----         8,Q2i  39 

ind  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  department,  the  annual  report  of  treasurer, 
June  1354,        ------         2,255  18 

Total  credits,  -        32,847  20 

^he  debits  against  this  department  embrace  the  amount  paid  out 

■  for  goods,  fuel,  lights,  washing,  &c.  and  for  house  rent  and 
fuel  for  professors — making  an  aggregate  for  the  past  year, 
of  (B)  -  -  -  -  22.949  14 

listing  liabilities,  (B)  -  -  -  8,199J77       gj  148  91 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  quartermaster's  department,  -      $  1 .698  29 


Of  this  balance  the  sum  of  $2,263  39  is  due  from  cadets  who  have  left  the  institute,  of 
phich  $  800  may  be  regarded  as  bad  debts. 

Che  heating,  lighting  and  washing  arrangements  of  the  institu- 
tion, which  are  embraced  in  the  operations  of  this  department. 
j  will  claim  the  special  consideration  of  the  board.  By  the 
tabular  statement  furnished  by  the  quartermaster,  it  appears 
that  the  department  has  paid,  for  the  current  expenses  of  the 
washing  for  the  cadets,  during  the  past  year,  (B)     -  2,009  11 

Receipts  for  washing,  -  -  -  1.80°  00 

Vlaking  the  loss  to  this  branch  of  the  quartermaster's  department, 209  11 

Fhere  has  been  paid  for  fue!  and  light3  during  the  past  year,  (B)         2,449  63 
Receipts  for  fuel  and  lights,  -  -  2,032  66 

Loss  on  fuel  and  lights  for  the  year,  -  -  

Total  loss,  -         %6gj_  OS 

The  past  winter  was  one  of  great  length  and  severity,  and  necessarily  involved  a  greater 
jonsumption  of  fuel,  while  the  economy,  anticipated  from  the  present  heating  arrange- 
ments, cannot  be  fully  realized  until  the  wings  to  the  barracks  are  completed.  The  wash- 
ing is  a  heavy  item  in  the  operations  of  this  department;  and  great  abuse  exists  from  the 
conveniences  in  the  washing-house,  in  inducing  the  cadets  to  change  their  clothing  much. 
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more  frequently  than  either  decency  or  comfort  requires.  The  increased  price  of  labo 
and  provisions  for  the  support  of  hands  has  doubtless  added  some  30  per  cent,  to  the  ord; 
nary  charges-  of  boih  of  these  branches  of  the  department. 

3.  The  Subsistence  Department  conducts  the  mess  arrangements  of  the 
cadets.  Its  credits  embrace  the  allowance  for  the  board  of  the  cadets,  la- 
borers and  servants,  and  for  sales  to  officers,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate, 
for  the  past  year,  to  (C)  ....  15,9343 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  department  iu  treasurer's  report  1855,  -  3,431  2'i 

Sundry  credits  with  board  of  visitors,  &c.  -  -  %  -  182  &j 

Total  credits-,  -  -  -  19,548  1, 

This  department  is  charged  with  the  cost  of  provisions,  fur- 
niture, pay  of  steward,  hire  of  servants,  &c.  amounting, 
in  the  aggregate,  for  the  past  year,  to  (C)      -  -  15,223  85 

Additions  and  repairs,  ...  830  51 

Outstanding  liabilities,  -  -  -  3,050  50 


19,104  8(1 


Balance  to  the  credit  of  subsistence  department,  -  $  443  21 

The  report  of  the  steward,  to  which  the  special  attention  of  the  board  is  directed,  show' 
that  although  the  price  of  boarding  was  increased,  by  their  order  of  June  last,  $1  pe 
month,  the  actual  cost  to  the  mess  hall,  for  current  and  ordinary  expenses,  has  been  $8  pe)1 
month  for  each  cadet,  while  the  extraordinary  expenses,  including  indispensable  addition 
and  repairs,  have  more  than  absorbed  the  excess.  Provisions  are  much  higher  now  thai 
they  were  under  the  fortunate  contracts  of  the  past  year,  so  that  it  will  again  be  necessarj 
to  fix  the  price  of  boarding  to  correspond  with  the  present  extravagant  prices  of  all  kinds 
of  provisions 

The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  subsistence  department  is  exclusive  of  property  belong! 

ing  to  the  department,  and  which  had  acsuinulated-  from  year  to  year,  from  its  previous 
profits,  embracing 

Silver  in  use,                                                                                         -                     -  705  00 

One  man  servant,                 -  600  00 

Table  furniture,  (new,)  *    -                    -                    -                    -                    -  463  40 

in  use,       .....  1,187  16 

Bedding  and  hospital  furniture,              ....  340  OC 

Articles  not  in  use,               -  25  35 

$  3  520  93 

This  department  has  just  sustained  a  serious  loss  in  the  death  of  a  valuable  man  servant, 
Jack  the  baker,  and  one  whose  place  it  will  be  difficult  to  supply. 

•  4.  The  Building  Fund  Account  is  credited  with  the  sums  appropriated  for 
the  creation  of  the  cadets'  barracks,  the  quarters  of  the  professors,  the  heat- 
ing, lighting  and  washing  arrangements  of  the  barracks,  and  the  new  mess 
hall  in  part,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  -  -  96,000  00 

The  disbursements  on  this  account  for  the  barracks,  profes- 
sors'  quarters,    heating,   lighting   and    washing   arrange- 
ments, as  per  report  of  treasurer,  have  been,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, ....  88,564  15 
Disbursements  for  new  mess  hall,                        -                    -  4,669  42 

Total  disbursements, 93.233  57 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  building  fund,  -  2,766  43 
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Carried  forward,        -  -  -  2,766  43 

le  liabilities  of  this  fund  are : 

For  carpentering,  -  3,409  18 

For  brick  work,  &c.  -  .  -  -  3,879  79 

For  contingencies,  -  -  -  477  46 

7,766  43 

Balance  against  building  fund,  -  $  5.000  00 

The  operations  in  building  have  been  of  course  affected  by  the  enormous  high  prices  of 
e  last  eighteen  months.,  not  only  in  the  increased  expenses  of  all  kinds  of  provisions,  but 

labor  and  building  materials  of  every  description.  Since  the  new  barracks  were  com- 
enced  in  1850,  the  advance  in  these  various  items  has  reached,  on  the  average,  about  50 

r  cent,  thus  materially  depreciating  the  value  of  the  fund  set  apart  for  building  purposes. 
till,  with  a  very  small  outlay,  it  is  believed  that  all  the  rooms  of  the  two  wings  of  the  bar- 
cks  will  be  finished  and  ready  for  use  by  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  board.  These 
loms  now  need  only  flooring  and  plastering.  Materials  are  on  hand  and  paid  for,  nearly 
fhcieut  to  do  this  work,  so  that  I  am  fully  authorized  by  the  foreman  of  the  carpentry 
perations  to  say  that  on  the  opening  of  our  next  session  some  sixty  to  one  hundred  addi- 
jnal  cadets  may  be  admitted. 

The  balance  now  due  by  the  building  fund  is  on  account  of  the  mess  hall.  At  previous 
tes  of  provisions,  and  upon  the  income  of  the  subsistence  department,  when  the  hall  was 
fcmmenced,  a  sinking  fund  would  have  accrued  to  this  department  of  some  $1,500;  by 
hich,  in  a  reasonable  time,  this  debt  would  have  been  extinguished.  Without  an  increase 
l  the  price  of  board,  or  a  considerable  decline  in  the  price  of  provisions,  no  credit  can  be 
Kpected  to  the  sinking  fund  of  the  mess  hall  for  the  next  year. 

In  the  above  exhibit  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  institute,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in 
hid  that  the  "  Virginia  military  institute  account"  alone,  is  thai  upon  which  the  current  sup- 
ort  of  the  institute  depends.  The  quartermaster's  department  account  and  the  subsistence 
apartment  account  embrace  the  operations  of  departments  which  were  organized  upon 
le  principle  of  being  self-supporting.  And  although  they  have  enabled  us  to  provide  for 
lany  necessary  wants,  which  the  Virginia  military  institute  fund  did  not  and  could  not 
leet.  no  charge,  out  of  the  legitimate  range  of  those  departments,  should  be  imposed  upon 
kem.  The  treasurer's  report  very  properly  consolidates  the  balances  on  all  these  accounts 
l  his  recapitulation,  as  exhibiting  the  actual  state  of  the  funds  of  the  institute.  The  build- 
ng  fund  is  of  course  a  special  fund,  kept  distinct  as  having  reference  to  special  operations 
ot  designed  to  be  permanent. 

COURSE    OF    INSTRUCTION. 

!  The  departments  of  instrnclion  comprised  by  the  regulations  of  the  institute,  in  eleven 
istinct  heads,  are  assigned  to  six  professors,  as  follows: 

1.  Department  of  Mathematics,  Col.  F.  H-  Smith,  Professor. — Instruction  is  given  in  this 
epartment  to  the  2d,  3d  and  4th  classes,  divided  into  eight  sections,  each  section  occupy- 
ag  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  hours  daily.  In  these  duties  the  professor  has  been  as- 
isted  for  the  entire  session  by  Capt.  J.  S.  Gamble,  and  for  one-half  of  the  session  by  Lt. 

J.  Phillips,  and  the  other  half  by  Cadet  S.  Crntcbfield.  Since  the  1st  January  the  de- 
lartment  of  moral  and  political  philosophy  has  -been  under  the  charge  of  this  professor, 
nd  daily  instruction  was  given  to  the  1st  class  for  four  months. 

2.  Department  of  English  and  Latin,  Major  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  Professor.— Instruction  is 
iven  to  the  first  class,  in  rhetoric,  English  grammar,  logic  and  mental  philosophy,  by  daily 
ecitations  of  one  and  a  half  hours ;  and  to  the  2d  and  3d  classes,  in  Latin.  The  professor 
as  one  assistant,  Dr.  Geo.  H.  Smith. 
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3.  Department  of  Engineering,  Drawing  and  Geography,  Major  Thomas  H.  Williamso; 
Professor. — Instruction  is  given  to  the  first  class,  by  five  recitations  a  fortnight  in  enginee 
ing.  Also  semiweekly  drawing  lessons  are  given  to  the  second  class,  of  two  hours  each,  an 
triweekly  drawing  lessons  to  the  third  class,  of  two  hours  each,  from  the  15th  January;  a» 
at  the  same  hours  for  part  of  the  time,  with  one  section  as  the  second  class,  and  from  eleve 
to  one  for  the  other  section.     The  fourth  class  recites  in  geography,  to  the  1st  January. 

4.  Department  of  Chemistry,  Mineralogy  and  Geology,  Major  Wm.  Gilham,  Professoi 
Instruction  is  given  to  the  second  class  in  chemistry,  by  triweekly  recitations,  and  by  th 
same  number  of  recitations  to  the  first  class  in  geology,  mineralogy  and  agricultural  chem 
istry.  To  this  professor  is  also  assigned  the  duties  of  commandant  of  cadets  and  instrin 
tor  of  infantry  tactics;  and  in  these  duties  he  has  been  assisted  during  the  past  year  b 
Capt.  Gamble  and  Lieuts.  Phillips  and  Smith. 

5.  Department  of  Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy,  Major  T.  J.  Jackson,  Professo: 
Instruction  is  given  to  the  first  class,  by  daily  recitations  to  the  1st  January,  and  to  thl 
second  class,  by  daily  recitations  after  the  1st  January  .  The  first  class  constituted  onl 
section  occupying  one  hour  and  a  half;  the  second  class  was  divided  into  three  section.! 
each  occupying  one  hour.  To  this  professor  is  also  assigned  the  duty  of  instructor  cj 
artillery. 

6.  Department  of  French  Language,  Major  R.  E.  Colston,  Professor. — Instruction  is  give 
to  three  sections  of  the  third  class,  reciting  daily  one  hour  each,  and  to  three  sections  of  th 
fourth  class,  reciting  daily  one  hour  each.  In  the  fourth  class  an  introductory  Englis 
course  on  grammar  is  conducted  by  the  professor.  He  is  assisted  by  Cadet  W.  1 
Patton. 

Appropriate  Sabbath  instruction  in  the  Bible  and  in  the  evidences  of  Christianity  ha 
been  regularly  given  to  all  of  the  classes— the  first  and  second  classes  being  in  charge  o 
the  professor  of  mathematics,  the  third  class,  of  the  professor  of  English,  &c.  and  lb 
fourth' class,  of  the  professor  of  chemistry. 

Regular  composition  and  declamation  exercises  have  been  kept  up  with  the  second,  thin' 
and  fourth  classes,  the  members  of  the  second  class  being  required  to  deliver  two  origins 
speeches  each  during  the  session.  The  charge  of  these  exercises  has  been  borne  by  .' 
voluntary  distribution  of  labor  among  the  professors  of  marhematics,  English  and  French 
Considering  the  importance  of  these  exercises  and  the  propriety  of  having  them  under  th' 
authoritative  control  of  one  or  more  professors,  it  is  recommended  to  the  board  that  the' 
pass  such  order  upon  the  subject  as  shall  most  fully  secure  efficiency  in  a  regular  am 
faithful  attention  on  the  part  of  the  cadets. 


In  order  to  give  better  protection  to  the  public  library,  and  to  afford  every  facility  to  tht 
cadets  in  the  use  of  it,  Major  Thomas  H.  Williamson  was  appointed  librarian,  with  ( 
conditional  salary  of  $100;  a  special  report  of  which  was  made  to  the  board  in  Januarv 
last.  Major  Williamson  has  put  the  library  in  complete  order,  has  prepared  a  catalogue  o 
the  same,  which  I  have  had  printed,  and  attends  to  the  issue  of  books  to  the  cadets  from  i 
to  10  A.  M.  every  Saturday.  To  provide  the  salary  which  his  services  so  justly  entitle  bin 
to,  I  would  recommend  that  the  cadets  pay  a  library  fee  of  one  dollar  per  annum.  Th( 
legislature  of  Virginia  appropriated  $2,500  to  found  the  library  of  the  institute.  The  sun 
contributed  for  this  purpose  was  long  since  exhausted,  and  no  material  addition  has  beer 
made  to  the  library  since.  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  a  fixed  annual  sum  appro, 
priated  for  the  regular  and  gradual  increase  of  the  library,  to  keep  it  up,  at  least,  with  the 
progress  of  science  and  literature.     Isolated  as  this  institution  is  from  facilities  for  consult- 
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l  miscellaneous  libraries,  the  professors  and  cadets  are  necessarily  dependent  in  a  great 
gree  upon  the  public  library  of  the  institute,  and  hence  the  necessity  of  meeting  the 
ints  thus  plainly  existing  here  now. 

VIRGINIA    STATE    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 

The  Virginia  state  agricultural  society,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  appointed  a  committee 
visit  the  university  of  Virginia  and  this  institution,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  upon 
lat  terms  an  agricultural  professorship  could  be  established  with  either  in  connection  with 
s  society.  I  have  received  a  communication  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
anklin  Minor,  Esq'r,  notifying  me  that  the  committee  would  visit  this  institution  during 
p  meeting  of  the  board  of  visitors.  In  my  response  to  Mr.  Minor,  I  have  assured  him 
at  the  communication  of  the  committee  would  receive  due  consideration  by  the  board, 
d  have  requested,  in  the  name  of  the  board,  that  the  committee  would  consider  them- 
Ives  as  the  guests  of  the  board  of  visitors  during  their  visit. 

PAY    APPLICATIONS    FR05I    OTHER    STATES. 

The  board  is  aware  that  at  every  session  applications  have  been  presented  from  nonresi- 
nts  of  the  state  for  admission  into  the  institute  as  pay  cadets.  An  unusual  number  of 
ch  applications  has  been  presented  during  this  year,  so  that  could  appointments  be  made, 
least  100  matriculates  would  appear  from  other  states.  No  regular  record  has  been  kept 
'  all  such  applications,  for  the  superintendent  could  give  no  encouragement  that  the  faci- 
ies  for  instruction  or  accommodation  would  exceed  the  demand  existing  from  our  own 
tizens. 

The  completion  of  the  rooms  in  the  two  wings  of  the  barracks  would  probably  enable 
t  to  admit  a  limited  number  of  nonresidents,  but  not  until  additional  provision  is  made  for 
e  additional  instruction  that  would  be  required. 

A  reference  to  the  outline  of  the  course  of  instruction  given  in  this  report  will  show  to 

I  board  that  every  department  of  the  institute  is  fully  taxed  in  giving  instruction  to  the 

mber  now,  and  for  several  years  past,  constituting  the  corps  of  cadets.      Indeed,  we  are 

w  without  the  services  of  an  adjunct  professor  of  mathematics  authorized  by  the  board 

July  1851.     Until,  therefore,  we  can  strengthen  the  corps  of  instructors,  I  do  not  see 

>w  we  can  permanently  augment  the  number  of  cadets  in  the  institution,  without  detri- 

ent  to  the  character  of  the  instruction  given.     It  is  known  to  the  board  that  the  system  of 

istruction  is  conducted   chiefly  by  recitations,  and   only  in  a  very  small  part  by  lectures, 

ith  the  desire  and  effort  on  the  part  of  each  professor  to  examine  each  cadet  every  day. 

his  system  constitutes  one  of  the  chief  excellencies  of  the  institute,  and  it  would  be  un- 

Ise  to  depart  from   it.     Applications  for  pay  cadets  have  been  received  from  Vermont, 

ew  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  Ala- 

pa,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Tennessee  and  Texa3. 

These  numerous  applications  suggest  the  enquiry  whether  it  may  not  be  the  duty  as  well 
i  the  policy  of  the  state  to  make  this  the  great  scientific  and  literary  institution  of  the 
»uth — "the  West  Point  of  the  south.'1''  Although  restricted  in  its  operations  to  the  state 
f  Virginia  alone,  and  doing  a  great  work  for  the  state,  and  for  the  cause  of  education  in 
ie  state,  its  iufluence  has  not  been  confined  to  these  narrow  limits.  The  success  which 
as  attended  this  institution  has  been  found  to  result  from  causes  which  address  themselves 
i»  sound  reason  and  good  sense.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  old  systems  of  educa- 
!on  demanded  a  radical  reform — that  while  professing  to  be  liberal  and  expansive,  they 
rere  in  fact  limited,  exclusive  and  special,  and  that  little  after  all  was  accomplished  for  the 
reat  class  by  whose  energies  the  power  of  our  country  was  to  be  developed.     Dr.  Way- 
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;Iand,  the  distinguished  president  of  Brown  university,  has  given  utterance  to  this  truth 
the  following  emphatic  language: 

"We  have  constructed  them  (colleges)  upon  the  idea  that  they  are  to  be  schools  of  pi 
paration  for  the  professions.  Our  customers,  therefore,  come  from  the  smallest  class 
society,  and  the  importance  of  the  education  which  we  furnish  is  not  so  universally  s 
knowledged  as  formerly,  even  by  this  class.  We  have  provided  an  article  for  which  t 
demand  is  diminishing.  We  sell  it  at  less  than  cost,  and  the  deficiency  is  made  up  9 
charity.     We  give  it  away,  and  still  the  demand  diminishes.'' 

And  again — "There  has  existed  for  the  last  twenty  years  great  demand  for  civil  en|| 
neers.  Has  the  demaud  been  supplied  by  our  colleges?  We  presume  the  single  acadec| 
at  West  Point,  graduating  annually  a  smaller  number  than  many  of  our  colleges,  has  doii 
more  towards  the  construction  of  our  railroads  than  all  our  one  hundred  and  twenty  c<! 
leges  united."     (Report  to  Brown  University  1850.) 

In  giving  more  prominence  to  the  scientific  branches,  this  institution  has  suggested  tl 
defect  under  which  the  older  institutions  have  long  labored,  and  which  they  are  now  ende 
■voring  to  rectify.  Still,  from  peculiar  causes,  they  cannot  meet  the  wants  of  a  large  pa! 
of  those  for  whose  benefit  these  changes  have  been  made.  The  field  of  practical  scien«J 
is  a  comprehensive  one,  and  embraces  much  more  than  the  branches  ordinarily  comprisi] 
in  a  college  curriculum.  There  are  subsidiary  branches,  which  are  in  a  great  degree  ove] 
looked,  and  which  constitute  important  elements  in  the  course  of  education  demanded  1 
the  man  of  science.  Drawing,  in  all  its  details,  -is  one  of  these  branches.  What  collefl 
enumerates  this  as  one  of  the  branches  taught?  And  yet  it  is  indispensable  to  the  enginee 
the  architect,  the  machinist,  and  almost  so  to  the  sur-geon.  Engineering  is  a  branch  whi( 
is  not  limited  to  the  art  of  surveying,  and  yet  how  few,  who  study  this  important  scienci 
are  enabled,  in  a  college  course,  to  go  beyond  its  simplest  elements.  Practical  chemistry 
a  branch  which  the  progress  of  agricultural  science  has  forced  into  notice,  and  yet  ho 
limited  are  ihe  facilities  afforded  in  a  eollege  for  the  instruction  which  the  laboratory  alofr 
supplies?  And  if  to  these  we  add  the  physical  and, practical  developments  of  the  militai 
instruction  and  exercises  as  constituting  a  most  fit  preparation  for  the  active  duties  of  lifi 
we  can  see  why  it  is  that  the  attention  of  so  many  out  of  the  limits' of  the  state  is  directe 
to  this  institution  as  supplying  a  deficiency  which  they  feel  and  which  they  can  get  supplie 
nowhere  else  but  here.  .The  subject  is  one  of  great  importance,  and  is  specially  commende 
to  the  consideration  of  the  board  of  visitors. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  would  devoutly  and  gratefully  recognize  the  superintending  cai 
of  the  Father  of  every  mercy,  which  has  presided  over  and  guided  this  institution  durin 
the  whole  period  of  its  existence.  The  past  year  has  been  signalized  by  many  blessing 
It  has  been  one  of  greut  freedom  from  disease — comparative  quiet,  order  and  attention  I 
duty  on  the  part  of  the  cadets— and  in  dependence  upon  "  Him  in  whom  we  live  an 
move  and  have  our  being,"  we  would  go  forward  in  the  work  to  which  we  have  been  called 
assured  that  we  shall  have  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  board  of  visitors  in  enabling  ust 
meet  the  destiny  thus  plainly  marked  out  for  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

¥our  ob't  serv't, 

FRANCIS  H.  SMITH,  Sup. 
Col.  Wji.  B.  Taliaferro, 

Pres.  V.  V.  M.  I: 
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[No.  1.] 

Estimated  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Liabilities  of  the  Virginia  Military  Insti- 
tute from  July  1,  1855,  to  July  1,   1856. 

Receipts: 

Lnnua!  state  appropriation,  ■> 

iterary  fund.  -  -  ■» 

Tuition  fees  of  ninety  pay  cadets, 
Jay  of  quartermaster  and  ordnance  sergeant, 
Commission  account,  estimated, 
,)ipIomas  to  graduates,       "... 

Total  annual  income  of  Virginia  military  institute, 

Liabilities  : 
Istimated  current  expenses  of  Virginia  -military  institute,  (No.  2,)  -       $15.070  00 


"7,710  00 

1.500 

00 

4,500 

00 

360 

00 

850  00 

150 

00 

$ 

15.070 

00 
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[  No.  2.] 
Estimated  Annual  Current  Expenses  of  Virginia  Military  Institute. 


Board,  washing.  &c.  (except  tuition,  &.c.)  thirty-two  state  cadets,  (No.  3,)  3,920  ( 

Salary  of  superintendent,                                                                 <■  2,000  ( 

Salaries  of  four  professors  and  surgeon,                    ...  5,096  C 

Salaries  of  professor  of  French  and  assistant  professors,             -                    -  2.200  C j 

Pay  of  ordnance  and  quartermaster  sergeant,          .                   -                   .  360  C 

Pay  of  musicians,                  ......  700  C 

Contingencies,                       *                    »                    *                    «.                    i  794  C 

$15,070  1 

~i  i  '    mi 


Doc.  No.  11.  27 


[  No.  3.] 

stimated  Annual  Expense   of  a  State  Cadet  to  the  Virginia  Military  Institute, 
exclusive  of  Medical  Attendance,  Tuition  and  Lodging. 


Dard  for  average  of  10£  months,  at  $  8  50,  -  -  -  89  25 

fashing         "  "         "        "  $1  25,  13  12 

hel,  lights,  books,  &c.  estimated,  -  -  -  20  13 

ptal  expense  to  the  institute  of  each  state  cadet,  including  tuition,  medical 
attendance  and  lodging,        -  -  -  -  -        $186  50 

The  above  estimates  require  modification  to  make  them  correspond  with  rates  of  board- 
g,  &c.  fixed  by  the  board  of  visitors  at  their  annual  session  in  July  1855,  and  with  the 
imber  of  pay  cadets  admitted  at  that  time,  as  per  statements  No.  4  and    No.  5. 
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[No.  4.] 


Receipts: 


Annual  state  appropriation,                    ....  7,710  0 

Literary  fund,    ------  1,500  0 

Tuition  fees  of  101  pay  cadets,              ....  5,050  0 

Pay  of  ordnance  and  quartermaster  sergeant,          ...  360  0 

Commission  account,  estimated,              ....  850  0 

Diplomas,                            "                      -  150  0' 

Total  annual  receipts  for  next  fiscal  year,  ...  15,620  01 

Liabilities ; 

Support  of  thirty-two  state  cadets,  (No.  5,)               -                    -  4,604  16 

Salary  of  superintendent,     -                    -                    -                   -  2,000  00 

Salaries  of  four  professors  and  surgeon,                    -                    -  5,096  00 

Salaries  of  professor  of  French  and  asst.  professors,                  -  2,200  00 

Pay  of  ordnance  sergeant,                      ...  360  00 

Pay  of  musicians,                  ....  700  00 

Current  expenses,                ....  794  00 

15,754  1( 

Estimated  deficiency  July  1 ,  1856,  -  -  $134  H 


This  deficiency  may  be  diminished  by  casualties  in  the  number  of  state  cadets,  and  th« 
consequent  increase  in  the  number  of  pay  cadets;  but  upon  the  most  favorable  view  0 
the  expenses  and  receipts  of  the  next  year,  the  Virginia  military  institute  account  wil 
scarcely  be  able  to  sustain  itself. 


[No.  5.] 


Board  for  ten  and  a  half  months,  at  $10  per  month,  -  -  105  0( 

Washing,  for  ten  and  a  half  months,  at  $  1  50  per  month,  -  -  15  7E 

Fuel,  lights,  books,  &c.      -  -  -  -  -  23  lc 


Annual  charge  to  the  institute  for  each  state  cadet,  independent  of  tuition, 

medical  attendance,  lodging,  &c.       ....  $143  86 


IR, 
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Quartermaster's  Department. 

Virginia  Mil.  Institute, 
June  23,  1855. 


I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  statements  showing  the  operations  of  the 
uartermaster'6  department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1855. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  H.  CATLETT, 

Q.  M.  V.  M.  I. 
ol.  F.  H.  Smite,  Sup.  V.  M.  I. 
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Dr. — Statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  by  Treasurer  Virginia 

year  ending 


1854. 
June, 
August, 
October  1, 

1855. 
January   1, 
April  1, 
June  1, 


To  balance  to  credit  of  quartermaster's  department, 
Outfits  for  cadets,  ... 

Amount  of  goods  furnished  cadets  for  the  quarter, 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 

do. 
do. 


2,255  18 

595  82 
8,539  47 

6..370  82 
3,226  58 
3,234  94 


$  24,222  61 


Balance  to  the  credit  of  quartermaster's  department,  June  30,  1855, 


$  1,273  67 
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Military  Institute,  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  for  the 
lie  30,  1855.— Cr. 


1854. 

me  &  July, 

By  cash  paid  sundries, 

ugust, 

Do.            do. 

epteruber, 

Do.            do. 

(< 

cadets, 

ctober, 

cash  paid  sundries, 

ov.  &  Dec, 

Do.            do. 

it 

cadets, 

1855. 

uiuary, 

cash  paid  sundries, 

ebruary, 

Do.           do. 

'arch, 

Do.            do. 

« 

cadets, 

pril, 

Do. 

K 

cash  paid  sundries, 

jne, 

Do.            do. 

u 

sundries, 

Balance, 


5,925  45 

2,552  80 

2,706  50 

219  85 

782  35 

3,872  87 

639  10 

2,513  37 

380  81 

740  16 

292  57 

214  33 

1,176  78 

738  68 

193  52 

1,273  67 

$24,222  61 

E.  E. 
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Q.  M.  V.  M.  L 
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Dr. — Statement  exhibiting 

the  Condition 

of 

the 

Quartermastet 

1855. 

June  30- 

-To 

Santos  &  Sou,  Norfolk, 
Simpson  &  Co.  Staunton, 
Tabb  &  Co.  Norfolk, 
Davies  &  Jones,  New  York 

• 

18 
125  i 
161 

96  : 

Evans  &  Co.  Auleboro',  -                    -  ■  323 

Purcell,  Ladd  &  Co.  Richmond,  -                    -  -  187 

Richardson  &  Co.  Richmond,  -                    -  -  1699 

Coperthwait  &  Co.  Philadelphia,  -                    -  -  648 

Du  Pont  &  Co.  Wilmington,  -                    -  685 

Hostuvann  &  Sons,  Philadelphia,  -                    -  -98 

Davidson  &  Harris,  Baltimore,  -                     -  -  581 

Norgrove  &  Vanderslice,  Lexington,  -  -  653 

G.  A.  Baker,                                 "  *  -  590 

J.  L.  Deaver,                                "  -                    -  *  382 

Figgatt  &  Hutcheson,                 "  •                    -  -  10 

Mrs.  Winn,                                   "  -  -  547 

Ball  account,  450 
Wm.  Kinney, 
Subsistence  department, 

Outstanding  accounts,  *                    -  *  200 

Balance  to  credit  of  Q.  M.  D  '-                    -  ■  1698 


240 
500 


$9898 


Doc.  No.  11.  33 


epartment  Virginia  Military  Institute,  June  30,  1855. — Cr. 


1855. 

ne  30 — By  net  value  of  available  property  on  hand,  as  per  quartermaster's 
inventory,  all  of  which  will  be  in  requisition  during  the  com- 
ing year,       .....         8624  39 
Balance  against  treasurer  V.  M.I.        -  »  -         1273  67 


$9898  06 

E.E. 

R.  H.  CATLETT, 

Q.  M.  V.  M.  I. 
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a 

Statement  showing  the  Operations  of  the  Tailor's  Department  of  the  Virginia  Mi 
tary  Institute  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1855. 
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July,  August  and  September, 
October,  November  and  December, 
January,  February  and  March, 
April,  May  and  June, 

80 
59 
60 

72 

42 

169 

80 
142 

37 
110 

78 

70 
2 

21 

9 

67 

7 
8 

26' 
30  • 
48  . 
38  i 

271 

42 

391 

225 

72 

97 

15 

$144 

Payments  to  Tailor,  1854-5. 

October  1,   To  quarter's  salary  to  date,                    ... 
January  1,     "          "              ''            " 

April  1,          "          "              '•'            "                        ... 
July   1,         "                        "            " 

E.  E. 

R.  H.  CAT 

496  1 
500  ( 
492  l( 

618 : 

$2,107  t 

LET 

M. 

r, 

V.  M. 

n 
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atement  of  the  Debits  and  Credits  of  the  Heating  and  Lighting  Account  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1855. 


Dr. 


1855. 

ne  1 — To  wood,  rosin,  coal,  labor,  <fcc. 


Cr. 

1855. 

ne  1 — By  fuel  and  lights  for  120  cadets,  at  $15, 
sundries, 
balance, 


Heating,  Lighting  and  Washing  Accounts. 


2,449  63 


$2,449  63 


1,800  00 
232  66 
416  97 


$2,449  63 


1855. 

me  1 — To  expenses  for  the  year, 

To  amount  lost, 


1855. 

ine  1 — By  receipts  for  the  year, 
balance, 


Dr. 


Cr. 


E.E. 


4,458  74 


$  4,458  74 


$  626  08 


3,832  66 
626  08 


$4,458  74 


R.  H.  CATLETT, 

.       Q.  M.  V.  M.  L 
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Dr.— Statement  of  Debits  and  Credits  of  the  Washing  li 


1854. 

June — To  sundries, 

July  " 

August  " 
September      " 

October  " 

November  " 

December  " 

1855. 

Jan.— To  Mrs.  Winn, 

Feb. — To  sundries, 

March  " 

June  " 

Mrs.  Winn, 
Services  of  hands, 
Estimate  for  wood, 


29  6  j 

6  o; 

16  2 

80  1 

6  0i 

is  a 

36  a 

552  6" 

34  II 

20  01 

302  8: 

547  5« 

160  01 

200  01 

>  2.009  | 
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ccount  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1855. — Cr. 


1855. 

line  1— By  washing  for  120  cadets,  at  $15,  -  -  -         1,800  00 

balance,  -  ■  -  -  -  209  11 


$2,009  11 
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Statement  of  Balances  due  by  Ex-  Cadets  on  the  Books  of  the  Treasurer  Virginic 
Military  Institute,  June  30,  1855. 


E.  C.Archer,  -  -  -  70  10 

J.  W.  Baldwin..  -  -  -  28  26 

E.  T.  Bridges,  -  -  -  81  27 
C.  Bronaugh,  -  -  217  02 
J.  Byrd,  •  -  -  42  01 
J.  D.  Campbell,  -  -  -  6  82 
J.  Clarke,  -  -  -  25  75 
R.  T.  Daniel,  -  -  -  76  48 
A.  B.  Dudley,  -  -  -     •  54  09 

F.  M.  Fortney,  -  -  -  70  56 
E.  L.  Garth,  -  -  -  69  67 
J.  Giles,  -  -  -  32  73 

G.  Gray,  -  -  -  119  24 
H.  Ker,  -  -  -  79  36 
S.  D.  Kennedy,  -  -  -  12  56 
H.  C.  Mason,  -  -  -  65  59 
G.  W.  Meade,  -  -  -  39  25 
E.  B.  Montague,  -  -  -  9  31 
J.  H.  Wilson,  -  -  -  30  70 
W.  S.  Parran,  -  -  -  25  57 
N.  Tyler,  -  -  -  34  64 
R.  Tyler,  -  -  -  8  75 
W.  S.  Van  Doren,  -  -  -  164  57 
G.  Waddell,  -  -  -  37  51 
E.  Wall,  -  -  -  17  50 
E.  Wallazz,  -  -  -  79  00 

C.  B.  Williams,  -  -  -  175  65 
G.  Roberts,  -  -  -  67  05 
J.  E.  Jordan,  -  -  -  50  00 
R.  Fletcher,  -  -  •  189  00 

D.  S.  Hounshell,  -  -  •  48  88 

E.  A.  Langhorne,  -  •  -  41  18 
A.  Lewis,  -  -  -  19  13 
W.  Mason,  -  -  •  52  18 
T.  P.  Mathews,  -  -  -  26  60 
W.  A.  Thompson,  .  -  -  -  52  00 

$2,218  23 


About  $  800  of  the  above  amount  may  be  regarded  as  bad  debts.  It  is  due  to  ex-cadei 
W.  H.  Urquhart  to  state  that  an  error  was  made  in  reporting  a  balance  against  him  in 
1854. 


m, 
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C 


Subsistence  Department  V.  M.  t. 
June  1855. 


Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  present  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  subsistence 
epartinent  Virginia  military  institute  for  the  year  ending  June  1855. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO,  T.  GIBBS, 

Com'g  Sub.  V.  M.  I. 
ol.  F.  H.  Smith,  Sup.  V.  M.  L 
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Dr. — Current  Expenses  of  the  Subsistence  Department  Virgini 


1854. 

June,        To  provisions  on  hand,  as  per  statement,                    -                    -  1,259  2 

1855.                  ""          purchased  during  the  year,                   -                    -  10,713  3 

salary  of  commissary  and  hire  of  cook,  waiters  and  laborers,  1,544  9 

washing,                             -                    -                    -  '                 -  145  0 

sundries,                             -  411  2 

wood,                                 -  413  7 

freight,  horse  hire,  toll,  &c.                 ...  142  2 

expenses  of  corps  on  trip  to  springs,                    -                    »  547  4 

ice  for  1854,                       -                    -                    .                    .  46  7 

balance  carried  to  sinking  fund,         -                   -                   -  710  5 


$15,934  3i 
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filitary  Institute  for  the  year  ending  June  1855. — Cr. 


1855. 

me  30,    By  board  of  114  cadets,  at  $  102  each, 

sales  of  provisions  and  board  of  officers, 
amount  refunded  by  board  of  visitors, 
due-  "  " 

refunded  by  ball, 

refunded  on  acct.  of  trip  to  springs, 
board  of  engineer,  laborers,  &c. 
of  hospital  charges, 
sales   of  tallow   and   grease, 
barrels, 
horse  fesd, 
pork, 
sundries, 
provisions  on  hand, 


E.  E 

JNO.  T.  GIBBS, 

Com'y  Sub.  V.  M.  I. 
3L.  F.  H.  Smith,  Sup.  V.  M.  I. 


11,628  00 

1,444  92 

469  68 

12  00 

47  50 

329  00 

432  85 

175  57 

49  27 

2  50 

75  72 

281  93 

236  60 

748  84 

S  15.934  33 
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Dr. — Sinking  Fund  Account  of  the  Subsistence 


1853. 
June  J,  To  J.  M.  Freeman,  Norfolk,  silver, 

G.  J.  Sumner,  Richmond,  crockery, 
Richardson  &  Co.  Richmond,  carpeting, 
Do.  do.  table  cloth, 

Do.  do.  toweling, 

Tabb,  Norfolk,  knives  and  forks, 
Do.         do.       three  stoves  and  pipe, 
Do  do.       6G  lbs.  zinc, 

Tables  for  mess  hall, 
Gas,  steam  and  water  pipes  and  fittings, 
Powder,  carpentry,  labor,  &c.  on  ice-house, 
Sundries, 
Shoats, 

Iron  work  and  castings, 
To  balance,      - 


70  0 

187  0 

54  2 

53  7 

11  7 

8  5 

34  1 

S  2 

33  0 

47  6 

195  3 

39  1 

57  8 

29  8 

62  5: 

$893  o: 
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epartment  Virginia  Military  Institute,  June  1855. — Cr. 


1855. 

ine,  1,  By  Amount  from  current  expense  account,  -  -  710  53 

Breakages  refunded  and  use  of  silver,  -  -  109  48 

Amount  due  by  board  of  visitors,         -  -  -  73  02 


$  893  03 


E,  E. 


JNO.  T.  GIBBS, 

Com'y  Sub.  V.  M.  I. 

Col.  F.  H.  Smith,  Sup.   V.  M.  I. 
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Table  exhibiting  the  Average  Cost  of  Subsistence  of  each  Cadet  for  the  year  ending 

June  1855. 


MONTH. 

Average. 

MONTH. 

Average. 

1854— July, 

August,         ... 

September,  - 

October,       ... 
November,  - 
December,    - 

$9  22 

8  56 
6  86 

6  79 

7  49 

7  72 

1855 — January,     ... 
February,   -             -             - 
March, 
April, 
May, 
Juue,  (est'd) 

$7  88 

7  9* 

8  41 
8  2£ 
8  4£ 
8  4£ 

Monthly  average,  $  8  00. 
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Uable  exhibiting  the  Comparative  Cost  of 

Provisions  at  the  Prices  paid  in 

April 

1850  and 

1855. 

pounds  aluin, 

1850. 

1855^ 

7  cents  per  pound, 

28 

7  cents  per  pound, 

28 

bushels  apples, 

75  cents  per  bushel, 

3  00 

8 1  per  bushel; 

4  00 

50  pounds  bacon, 

9  cents  per  pound, 

-      58  50 

10  and  12J  cents  per  pound, 

73  75 

200  pounds  beef, 

4^-  cents  per  pound, 

-     144  00 

7  cents  per  pound, 

224  00 

50  pounds  mutton, 

4'r  cents  per  pound, 

-      20  25 

6  cents  per  pound, 

27  06 

99f  pounds  butter, 

9d.  and  Is. 

-      43  72 

Is.  per  pound, 

49  96 

£  pounds  candles,  sp. 

35  cents  per  pound, 

2  27 

35  cents  per  pound, 

2  27 

79  pounds  coffee, 

10  cents  per  poun'i, 

-      27  90 

13  cents  per  pound, 

36  27 

3  bushels  corn  meal, 

40  cents  per  bushel, 

-      20  00 

90  cents  per  bushel, 

45  CO 

0  dozen  eggs, 

8j  cents  per  dozen, 

7  50 

10  cents  per  dozen, 

9  00 

2  barrels  flour, 

8  4  per  barrel, 

-      88  00 

8  6  25  per  barrel, 

137  50 

pounds  ginger, 

Is.  6d.  per  pound, 

1  00 

Is.  6d.  per  pound, 

1  00 

0  pounds  lard, 

10  cents  per  pound, 

9  00 

9d.  per  pound, 

11  25 

44  gallons  milk, 

9d.  per  gallon, 

55  50 

9d.  per  gallon, 

55  50 

0  gallons  molasses, 

40  cents  per  gallon, 

-      20  00 

44  cents  p^r  gallon, 

22  CO 

pounds  mustard, 

50  cents  per  pound, 

2  00 

45  cents  per  pound, 

1  SO 

pound  nutmegs, 

6  1  75  per  pound, 

44 

$  I  60  per  pound, 

40 

bushel  peas, 

$  2  25  per  bushel, 

1  68 

82  25  per  bushel, 

1  68 

pounds  pepper, 

12i  cents  per  pound, 

50 

13  cents  per  pound, 

52 

4  bushels  potatoes, 

35  cents  per  bushel, 

-      11  90 

75  cents  per  bushel, 

25  50 

0  pounds  rice, 

6  cents  per  pound, 

4  20 

7  cents  per  pound, 

4  90 

*6  sack  salt, 

S  3  20  per  sack, 

2  67 

8  3  per  sack, 

2  50 

i pounds  soda, 

12£  cents  per  pound, 

43 

7  cents  per  pound, 

25 

60  pounds  sugar,  b. 

8  cents  per  pound. 

-      76  80 

8  cents  per  pound, 

76  60 

76  pounds  sugar,  w. 

11  cents  per  pound, 

.      19  36 

10  cents  per  pound, 

17  60 

2  pounds  tea. 

S  1  08  per  pound, 

-      12  96 

75  cents  per  pound, 

9  00 

5  cords  wood, 

8  2  50  per  cord, 

-      37  50 

8  2  50  per  cord, 

37  50 

8671  36 

577  29 

671 


Difference  in  favor  of  1850, 


8205  93 


REMARKS. 

The  above  difference  of  8  205  93,  or  about  30  per  cent,  advance  on  the  cost  of  provisions  since  April  1850, 
rould  have  been  largely  increased,  but  for  the  judicious  purchase  last  fall,  by  the  superintendent,  of  1,000 
iushels  of  wheat. 

Flour  has  been  selling  during  the  year  at  prices  varying  from  8  8  to  8  11,  and  is  now  worth  8  10  50,  with, 
to  immediate  prospect  of  a  reduction.  Bacon  and  corn  have  also  advanced,  and  cannot  be  now  had  at  less 
nan  for  the  former,  12J  cents  per  pound,  and  the  latter,  8 1  per  bushel. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  at  the  present  actual  prices  the  advance  is  upwards  of  46  per  cent  instead 
\f  30,  as  the  above  statement,  from  the  circumstances  mentioned,  exhibits. 


JOHN  T.  GIBBS, 

Corny  Sub.  V.  M.  I. 
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VIRGINIA  MILITARY  INSTITUTE, 

In  account  with  R.  E.  COLSTON,  Treasurer. 
Dr. 


Jane  1854. 
To  balance,  as  per  last  annual  report, 

To  amount  paid  : 
C.  J.  Dupout  &  Co. 
S.  Vanderslice,  salary  as  tailor  for  6 

months,  - 
F.  W.  Seabury, 
Lieut.   Whiting,   salary   for    hearing 

extra  section,  - 

Cadet  Patton,  salary  as  assistant. 
Cadet  Taylor,  R.  C.  on  acc't  of  bill 

of  groceries,  -  -  - 

Errors  in  commission  charg'd  Selden 

&  Co.  - 

Cadet  Ashby,   board    refunded    and 

silver  returned,         ... 
Cadet  Botts,  -  -  - 

Cadet   Horner,  for  expenses  of  the 

band.  -  -  -  - 

Cadet  Cox,  O. 
C.  J.  Campbell,  wood. 
J.  M.  Smith  &  Bro.  bill  of  rosin, 
J.  Beeton,  repairing  of  muskets, 
Mrs.  Winn,      -  -  -  - 

Lt.  Horner,  dress  caps,  &c.  returned. 
Do.         salary  for  July  and  Aug. 
J.  Woodhouse, 
Mr.  Palmer,  - 

Figgatt  &.  Hutchinson, 
J.  L.  Deaver.  - 

Cowperthwait,  Desilver*&  Thomas, 
Mr.  Turner,  coal,        -  -  - 

Lex.  Savings  Institution,  acceptances 

of  notes  for  Mrs.  Winn  with  int. 
Lex.  Savings  Institution,  acceptance 

for  Nargrove  &  Vanderslice,  with 

interest  thereon, 
Lex.  Savings  Institution,  acceptance 

for  R.  L.  Gillock,  with  interest, 
Lex.  Savings  Institution,  acceptance 

for  Jenks,  with  interest, 
Lex.  Savings  Institution,  acceptance 

for  R.  H.  Figgatt,  with  interest, 
Mr.  Plunket,  postage, 
W.  White,  use  of  church  on  4th  of 

July.  - 

Mus.  Crocken, 

Editor  of  South  Side  Democrat,  ad- 
vertising, 
A.  L.  Davis,  - 

W.  H.  Henderson, 
Capt.  Moore,  - 

Mr.  Charlton, 
Ritchie  &  Dunnavant, 
Tanquary  &.  Hillis,     - 
Mr.  Gibbs,  current  expense  of  mess 

hall,  - 


V.  M.  I. 


Q.  M.  Dep. 


23 


50 
50 


4  05 


15 

06 


18  JO 


20 
26 


15  12 


830  25 

1052  87 
737  04 


79  30 

240  00 

9  6 

62  7o 

20  Ofi 

58  75 

326  5C 
19  00 

37  50 
280  53 

76  4 
130  7o 
736  30 
8  a 

606 


613  02 


Subsist. 
Dep. 


Ill  68 


15  00 


77  50 


60  00 

63  78 
200  00 


1039  6' 
489  49 
365  11 


55  00 
43  8 


Mess  Hal' 
Acct. 


2094  11 


00 


93  87 
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June  1854. 
Dr.  Graham, 
D.  Hileman,  - 

f.    Haughawout    expense    of   board 

visitors,         - 
Tyndale  &  Mitchell, 
Mr.  Wright, 
2.  S.  Tutwiler, 
Mr.  Leech, 

Dr.  Leyburn,  ... 

Mr.  .Tenks,       - 
Mr.  Pole,  on  contract, 
I.  White.        .... 
Maj.  Williamson,  sal.  July  and  Aug. 
Musician  Crocken, 
r.  Ma  Sertoli,  - 

r.  Wiley,  .... 

N.  W.  Cary, 

Morris  &  Brothers,      ... 
C.  Michie,  fee  in  water  case, 
Musicians  Lightell  and  Crocken, 
J.  Birmingham,  wages, 
Mr.  McManamy,  timber, 
dr.  McCorkle,  plank, 
ilessrs.  Banner  &  Seay,  carpenters, 

August  IS55. 
fJacon  &  Baskerville, 
}r.  Marshall, 
\>.  Lowman, 

T.  Gibbs.     .... 
Vilson  &  Barclay,      -  , 

\la%.  Humbles,  washing, 
).  Boyle,  .... 

ol.   Smith,   expenses    of   cadets  on 

springs  trip, 

T.  Gibbs,  current  exp.  mess  hall,  - 
Do. 
fV.  Kinney,  .... 
).  Evans,  .... 
mnt  Fanny,  washing, 
V.  A  Lyle,  100  cords  of  oak  wood. 
pi  ton,  clothes,  -  -  - 

W.  Seabury,  ... 

lorgan  &  Smith,        ... 
1.  M.  D.   fuel   and   lights   of  state 

cadets,  .... 

sundries,    as   per   abstract   for  July, 

August  and  September, 
llaj.  Jackson,  sal.  for  July  and  Aug't, 
Preston,     "  " 

Gilham,      "  July,     - 

Preston,     "  to  Sept.  30,      - 

Husician  Crocken,  - 
Jompton  &  Chandler, 
Ir.  Pettigrew,  ... 

iV.  F.  &  T.  Ritchie,  advertising, 
Ir.  Wright,  wood,      - 
V".  Stevens,  hire  of  negro, 
)upont  &  Co.  ... 

Ir.  Catlett,  salary  to  Oct.  1st, 

Do.        do.     as  secretary  board 

visitors,         .... 
Ir.  Gibbs,  current  expenses, 


33 
34 

35 
36 

3? 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
47 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 


54 

55 
56 
56 
57 

58 
59 

60 
61 
62 

63 

64 
65 
66 
& 

68 
69 

70 

70 
7] 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 

82 
83 


V.  M.  I. 


200  00 
20  00 
15  46 
17  98 


75  00 
50  00 
60  00 


Q.  M  .Dep 


630  00 


200  00 

200  00 

116  66 

100  00 

50  00 

4  83 

1  75 

29  50 


Subsist. 
Dep. 


56  09 
134 


8  25 


333  57 


8  42 


210  00 
560  00 

20  44 
250  00 

10  00 
776  22 
185  01 


219 


19  93 
122  75 

63  75 

105  00 

2052  67 

175  00 


11  50 

208  55 

12  00 
177  34 


1239  13 

32  22 

235  13 

40  9J 

3  00 

66  71 

119  97 

150  00 

200  00 
135  92 


Building 

Acct. 


Mess  Hall 
Acct. 


67  53 
14  00 


40  00 
100  00 


284  12 
295  00 
20  72 
170  6 


42  82 

149  77 

72  1 


4  62 


118  78 
200  00 
621  64 


94  56 
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Subsist. 

Building 

Mess  Ha 

♦ 

o 
o 
> 

V.  M.  I. 

Q.  M.  Dep 

Dep. 

Acct. 

Acct. 

August  1654. 

Mr.  Perry,                              '  - 

83 

- 

- 

215  62 

Mr.  Moore,      - 

83 

- 

- 

86  00 

Major  Preston,  balance  due  on  house 

rent.               .... 

84 

- 

76  27 

Humphreys  &  Sensen'ey, 

85 

- 

55  79 

Mr.  Maun,       .... 

86 

- 

35  34 

J.  A.  Kinnear,              , 

87 

- 

- 

332  64 

j 

John,  (waiter,)            -            - 

88 

- 

- 

43  16 

Morriss,  Tasker  &  Morriss, 

89 

- 

- 

- 

749  48 

Subsistence  departtn't.  board  of  state 

cadets  to  January  1st, 

90 

1184  55 

Mr.  Plunket,  postage, 

91 

23  59 

October  1854. 

Sundries,          .... 

92 

- 

- 

248  97 

Col.  Smith,  salary  to  Oct.  1st, 

93 

500  00 

Major  Colston,         do. 

94 

225  00 

Williamson,      ... 

95 

100  00 

Jackson,             ... 

96 

100  00 

Gilham, 

97 

233  33 

Capt.  Gamble,             ... 

98 

125  00 

Major  Williamson,  salary  for  Oct.     - 

99 

100  00 

Serg't  Baldanf,             ... 

100 

30  00 

S.  McD.  Moore, 

101 

10  00 

B.  J.  Williams  and  A.  Hart, 

102 

23  25 

- 

- 

84  63 

Serg't  Baldauf, 

103 

320  00 

68  79 

A.  Fenton,  bill  of  tents, 

104 

135  00 

Dr.  Alexander,  (hay,; 

105 

- 

- 

12  62 

Mr.  Campbell, 

106 

- 

18  00 

87  50 

Mr.  Hileman. 

107 

- 

- 

199  43 

Mr.  Ruff,         .... 

108 

- 

- 

54  02 

Mr.  Ranson,                 ... 

109 

- 

- 

20  65 

33  71 

Mr.  Gibbs, '     - 

110 

- 

- 

200  00 

Mr.  R.  McDowell,      - 

111 

- 

31  25 

Mr.  McCorkle,  wood, 

112 

- 

52  50 

Norgrove  &  Vanderslice, 

113 

- 

443  78 

Mr.  Lincoln,                 .    .        - 

114 

- 

12  50 

Mrs.  Winn,  washing, 

115 

- 

100  00 

C.  Jackson,  barber, 

116 

- 

40  03 

Aunt  Sukey,  washing, 

117 

- 

15  50 

J.  G.  Pole,  contract  for  wood  work,  - 

118 

- 

- 

- 

- 

500  0( 

Mr.  Davis,       .... 

119 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5  7$ 

Josh.  Parks,                 ... 

120 

- 

- 

- 

18  25 

T.  Agner,  plank,        ... 

121 

- 

- 

- 

4  87 

| 

Seay  &  Danner,          ... 

122 

- 

- 

- 

106  14 

Purcell  &  Ladd,          ... 

123 

- 

180  66 

100  11 

Mr.  Glasgow,                ... 

124 

- 

- 

17  62 

A.  Cameron's  order,  (for  1000  bush. 

of  wheat.) 

125 

- 

- 

1261  45 

Mr.  Bowyer,                 ... 

126 

- 

-_^, 

59  58 

Mr.  Gibbs,       .... 

127 

- 

- 

73  82 

do.    current  expenses, 

128 

- 

- 

75  00 

E.  P.  Tabb, 

129 

- 

377  05 

Richardson  &  Co.      ... 

130 

- 

1061  67 

W.  H.  Taylor, 

13J 

- 

136  57 

N.  Birmingham,           ... 

132 

- 

16  75 

Maury  &  Morton,  for  Horstman, 

133 

- 

776  07 

Pegram,  Paynter  &  Davis, 

134 

- 

895  40 

R.  H.  Catlett,  salary, 

135 

- 

150  00 

J.  Sheltman, 

136 

- 

50  00 

R.  C.  Logan,               ... 

137 

- 

10  00 

Mr.  Turner, 

138 

- 

91  70 

, 

B.  Harris,  (wood,)      - 

139| 

12  50| 

Doc.  No.  11. 
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October  1854. 
m,  (negro,)  ... 

R.  Smith, 
[aj.  Jackson,  salary  for  October, 

Preston,         do.  do. 

ient.  Smith,  salary  to  Oct.  1st, 
Phillips,     do.       Jan.  1st, 
[aj.  Colston,       do.         do. 
ol.  Smith,  do.         do. 

ad.  Patton,  salary  as  assistant, 
lacfarlane  and   Fergnsson, 
Ir.  McManamy,  plank, 
Hughes,  plank, 
Birmingham,  labor, 
Ir.  Wright,  ... 

S.  Pole,  (carpenter.) 
J.  J.  Sumner,  ... 

ad.  Aldridge,  ... 

undries,  board  refunded, 
ubs.  Dept.  board  of  state  cadets  to 
July  1st,        .... 
undries,  - 

2adet  McKinney,       - 
ubs.  Dept.  bill  of  Mr.  Gibbs, 

Do.  do.  do. 

i.   M.  Dept.  washing,  &c.   of  state 

cadets,  - 

sundries,  - 

January  1855. 

fexington  Savings  Institution, 

'Ir.  Warrick,  hire  of  Jeff, 

Vlr.  Davidson.  - 

>V.  &  E.  Ley  burn, 

jftaj.   Williamson,  salary  to  Febr.  1st, 
Jackson,  do.        Jany.  1st, 

Preston,  do.  do. 

Gilham,  do.  do. 

apt.  Gamble, 

Mr.  Catlett.  balance  sal.  to  Jan.  1st,  - 

3ul!ock  &.  Crenshaw, 

Sergt.  B;ildauf,  - 

Lieut.  Smith,  salary  to  Jan.  1st, 

Mr.  Charlton, 

Musicians  Lightell  &,  Crocken, 

Maj.  Jackson,  salary  for  January, 

Dr.  Leybnrn,  hire  of  negro  Sam. 

Lewis,  (black  man,) 

Mr.  A  anderslice,  quar's  pay  as  tailor, 

|T.  McCorkle, 

Mr.  Wright, 

Pairo  &  Co.  bill  of  Davies  &  Jones, 

Mr.  IS"  org  rove,  - 

Milton,  wages,  - 

Mr.  Deaver,  -  .  . 

Mrs.  Winn,  washing, 

Bacon  &.  Baskerville, 

C.J.  Campbell,  wood, 

W.  A.  Lyle,  wood, 

Dr.  McKennie,  - 

W.  A    Lyle. 

R.  P.  White, 

Do.  - 

W.  P.  Nelson  &  Co. 


c 

c 

Subsist. 

Building 

Mess  Hall 

| 

V.  M.  I. 

Q..  M.  Dep. 

Dep. 

Acct. 

Acct. 

> 

140 

1 
10  00 

141 

- 

104  50 

142 

100  00 

143 

100  00 

144 

100  00 

145 

200  00 

146 

225  00 

147 

500  00 

148 

20  00 

149 

313  16 

15U 

- 

- 

11  35 

151 

- 

- 

10'56 

152 

- 

- 

- 

60  00 

153 

- 

- 

- 

313  23 

154 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

175  00 

155 

- 

- 

122  40 

156 

- 

5  75 

157 

- 

- 

66  51 

158 

1333  10 

_ 

158 

- 

_ 

116  79 

157 

92  50 

- 

159 

- 

- 

_ 

192  22 

159 

445  79 

- 

160 

216  00 

_ 

160 

- 

633  25 

161 

_ 

252  88 

162 

- 

- 

_ 

100  00 

163 

- 

- 

_ 

44  56 

164 

.- 

- 

_ 

125  38 

165 

300  00 

166 

200  00 

167 

200  00 

16S 

350  00 

169 

125  00 

169 

- 

25  00 

170 

126  10 

171 

80  00 

172 

100  00 

173 

20  75 

174 

75  00 

175 

100  00 

176 

- 

110  00 

177 

- 

9  50 

178 

- 

500  00 

179 

- 

126  00 

78  50 

180 

- 

54  37 

181 

- 

244  21 

182 

- 

12  00 

1  Q^ 
|  183 

- 

10  00 

184 

- 

182  18 

J  85 

- 

437  17 

186 

- 

86  06 

590  84 

187 

-_ 

332  37 

189  37 

188 

- 

224  37 

! 

189 

_ 

38  58 

190 

121  56 

191 

- 

- 

- 

- 

500  00 

192 

- 

- 

- 

- 

80  64 

193 

i    - 

- 

26  37 
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CD 

a 

o 
> 

V.  M.  I. 

Q.  M.  Dep 

Subsist. 
Dep. 

Building 
Acct. 

Mess  Hi 
Acct. 

January  1854. 

Mr.  Gibson, 

. 

194 

- 

- 

269  22 

J.  Compton, 

. 

195 

- 

- 

75  00 

February  185 

3. 

D.  Hileman, 

- 

196 

-p 

- 

162  30 

C.  Boyle, 

. 

197 

- 

- 

30  00 

D.  Lowman, 

. 

198 

- 

- 

227  00 

W.  Lewis, 

. 

199 

- 

- 

25  00 

W.  Baker, 

. 

200 

- 

- 

55  25 

Mr.  Gibbs,  servants'  wages, 

201 

- 

- 

242  25 

Bacon  &.  Lewis, 

. 

202 

- 

- 

65  09 

J.  W.  Dixon, 

. 

203 

- 

- 

237  38 

W.  Stevens,                 ... 

204 

- 

- 

272  28 

Mr.  Rhodes, 

205 

6  89 

Maj.  Preston,                .             .             - 

206 

200  00 

C.  Jackson,  (barber,) 

207 

- 

45  93 

F.  W.  Seabury, 

208 

- 

143  71 

Ellen  Breslin,              ... 

209 

- 

12  12 

Aunt  Sukey  &  Fanny, 

210 

- 

34  18 

S.  McD.  Moore,  hire  of  Milton, 

211 

- 

90  00 

Figgatt  &  Hutchinson, 

212 

- 

54  87 

March  1855. 

J.  Campbell,  hire  of  girl, 

213 

- 

20  00 

E.  Echols,  freight,        ... 

214 

- 

179  19 

Dr.  Leyburn,  wood, 

215 

- 

200  00 

Look  &  Lincoln,        ... 

216 

- 

20  00 

Mr.  Sheltman,             ... 

217 

- 

10  00 

Capt.  Eastman,           ... 

218 

- 

72  00 

Mr.  Kerr,        .... 

219 

- 

20  50 

Compton  &  Chandler, 

220 

4  00 

43  35 

253  OS 

2  48 

J.  Kinnear,                    - 

221 

- 

58  12 

209  98 

D.  Tilt  &  Co. 

222 

_ 

61  48 

J.  Woodhouse,            ... 

223 

- 

55  42 

Seay  &  Danner,  (carpenters,) 

224 

- 

- 

- 

102  22 

C.  Birmingham,           .             -            - 

225 

- 

-    i 

- 

60  00 

Lieut.  Smith,  sal.  to  April  1st, 

226 

100  00 

Mr.  Plunket,  postage, 

227 

52  62 

A.  Campbell, 

228 

- 

- 

83  91 

W.  W,  Perry, 

229 

- 

- 

164  03 

Col.  Smith,  sal.  to  April  1st, 

230 

500  00 

Sergt.  Baldauf,  pay, 

231 

20  00 

Sundries  as  per  abstract, 

232 

_ 

292  57 

Sundries  as  per  abstr.  for  1st  class, 

233 

_ 

2  45 

Sundries,          - 

234 

_ 

- 

45  50 

Sundries  as  per  abstract, 

235 

- 

211  88 

Maj.  Gilham,  salary  to  April  1st, 

236 

350  00 

Colston,        do.         do. 

237 

225  00 

Williamson,  do.         do. 

238 

200  00 

Preston,         do.       .do. 

239 

100  00 

Jackson,        do.        do. 

240 

200  00 

April  1855. 

Capt.  Gamble,  sal.  to  April  1st, 

241 

125  00 

Mr.  Catlett,            do.        do. 

241 

- 

175  00 

Mas.  Lightell,         do.        do. 

242 

25  00 

R.  J.  Judd,              do.         do. 

243 

10  50 

Mr.  Shields,  for  Richmond  Whig,    - 

244 

21  75 

Maj.  Preston,  sal.  for  April, 

245 

100  00 

Cad.  Patton,  sal.  as  assistant, 

246 

30  00 

J.  H.  Crocken,            ... 

247 

31  00 

10  07 

Sergt.  Baldauf, 

248 

20  00 

Mr.  Plunket,  post. 

ige,            -            -  1 

249 

10  9J 
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o 

V.  M.  I. 

Gl.  M.  Dep. 

Subsist. 
Dep. 

Building 
Acct. 

Mess  Hall 
Acct. 

April  1855: 

> 

r.  Campbell, 

- 

250 

- 

127  50 

22  50 

r.  Turner, 

- 

251 

- 

84  60 

.  J.  Judd, 

- 

252 

- 

31  57 

.  W.  Harwood, 

- 

253 

- 

231  85 

cAllister  &  Bro. 

. 

254 

- 

312  19 

.  W.  Seabury, 

- 

255 

- 

204  00 

.  L.  Gillock,  on  contract, 

- 

256 

- 

- 

70  00 

r.  Gibbs,  current  expenses, 

. 

257 

- 

- 

50  00 

r.  Danuer, 

- 

258 

- 

- 

- 

33  60 

.  Birmingham, 

. 

259 

- 

- 

- 

60  00 

x.  Pole,  carpenter, 

- 

260 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100  00 

June  1855 : 

adet  Humes,  W.Y.  C. 

- 

261 

- 

65  50 

Taylor,  W.  H. 

. 

262 

- 

48  02 

rof.  Campbell, 

- 

263 

- 

- 

6  50 

.  L.  Gillock  on  contract, 

. 

264 

- 

- 

400  00 

r.  Seay,         - 

- 

265 

- 

- 

- 

81  32 

D.  Humphreys, 

- 

266 

- 

- 

10  09 

3  50 

ewis,  clothes, 

- 

267 

- 

- 

- 

7  50 

.  H.  Figgatt, 

- 

263 

- 

- 

- 

11  54 

apt.  Gamble,  sal.  to  July  1st, 

- 

269 

125  00 

idge      Brockenbrough,    (copy 

Df 

Starkie,        ... 

. 

270 

15  00 

ieut.  Smith,  salary  to  July  1st, 

- 

271 

100  00 

ol.  Smith,         do.             do. 

- 

272 

500  00 

~aj.  Preston,    do.            do. 

- 

273 

200  00 

Williamson,               do. 

- 

274 

300  00 

Gilham,     do.             do. 

- 

275 

350  00 

Jackson,    do.             do. 

- 

276 

300  00 

Colston,    do.            do. 

. 

277 

225  00 

[r.  Lowman, 

- 

278 

- 

- 

231  50 

Karr,        ... 

- 

279 

- 

- 

30  50 

t.  Marshall, 

- 

280 

- 

- 

16  50 

ol.  Paxton,  acceptance  on  Gillock 

's 

contract, 

. 

281 

- 

- 

200  00 

lilton,  clothes, 

. 

282 

- 

10  00 

inter  &  Aivey, 

- 

283 

- 

553  68 

[r.  Catlett,  sal  to  July  1st, 

- 

284 

- 

175  00 

;.  M.  Institute,  diplomas  of  grad 

11- 

ating  class, 

- 

285 

- 

80  00 

undries, 

286 

15051  66 

- 

105  99 

22949  14 

11227  69 

5507  Ifl 

4669  42 

52 
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1854. 
By  balances,  as  per  last  annual  re- 
port,       - 
By  cadet  Ashby,  services  of  ser- 
vant four  months, 
By  sundries,  commission  on  de- 
posits,    - 
By  sundry  pay  cadets,  tuition  fees, 
By  board  of  pay  cadets  to  Jan- 
uary 1st, 
By  Lex.  sav.  inst.  am't  deposited,  - 
Do.  app'n  for  buil'g, 

Do.  am't  deposited,  - 

By  sundries, 
By  sundries,   as   per  abstract  for 

July,  August  and  September,  - 
By  Gt.  M.  dept.  services  of  ser'gt 

Baldauf, 
By  V.  M.  inst.  board  of  state  cadets 

to  January  1st,    - 
By  Cadet  Terriil,  board  to  Jan.  1st, 
By  sundry  pay* cadets,  tuition  fees, 
By  bio.  board  to  January  1st, 
By  Lex.  sav.  inst.  am't  deposited, 
By   do.    quarterly   installment    of 

appropriation,     - 
By  Lex.  sav.  inst. 
By  sundries,  commission, 
By  sundry  pay  cadets,   board   to 

July  1st,  v 
By  V.  M.  inst.  board  of  state  ca- 
dets,       .... 
By  building  acct.  bill  of  Mr.  Gibbs. 
By  V.  M.  I.  do.  . 

By  sundries,  as  per  abstract  for 

Oct.  Nov.  and  Dec. 

January  1855. 
By  L.  S.  I.  quarterly  installment 

of  appropriation, 
By  L.  S.  I.  amount  deposited, 
By       do.  do. 

By  sundries,  commission, 
By  sundries,  as  per  abstract  for 

Jan.  Feb.  and  March,     - 
By  sundry  pay  cadets;  tuition  fees, 
By  sundries,  as  per  abstract, 
By  sundries,  as  per  abstract  for 

April  and  May, 
By  sundries,  commission, 
By  cadet  Clarke,  J.  A. 
By  Q,.  M.  depL  diplomas  of  grad. 

class,        -  -  -  . 

Sundries. 
Lex.  sav.  inst.  quarterly  install,  of 

appropriation,    - 


V.  M.  I. 
proper. 


287 

90 
B.  291 
B.  292 
B.  293 

288 

70 


90 

92 

289 

157 

B.  294 

B.  295 
B.  296 


158 

158| 
159 
1591 

160 


2708  06 


429  22 


v.  M.  I. 

Tuition. 


Q.  M.  Dep. 


Subsist. 
Dep. 


2255  18 


4950  00 


120  00 


1927  50 
176  00 
241  31 


595  82 
8539  27 


400  00 


297 
298 
299 


232 
290 
233 

235 

261 

285 


1927  50 
182  09 


102  78 


1207  55 
30  00 


4767  18 
469  68 


15  00 


1184  55 
21  99 

185  86 


Buildin 
Appr 


2193 


10729  ] 


B.  300 


71  95 

80  00 

1927  50 


100  00 


6268  24 

15  00 

3211  5S 

286  86 

2923  08 

25  00 


4811  04 

1333  10 
192  22 

445  79 


20  0( 


$:   9791  13]  5450  00  24222  81J14663  96(12942  95 
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GENERAL  RECAPITULATION. 

Cr. 

j  amount  received  from 

V.  M.  I.  proper,           .....  9.791  13 

Tuition  fees  of  pay  cadets,             ....  5,450  00 

a.  M.  department,       .....  24,222  31 

Subsistence  department,                  ....  14,663  96 

Building  account,        .....  12.942  95 

$67.070  65 
Dr. 

o  amount  paid  for 

V.  M  inst.                     -  -  -  15,051  66 

Q.  M.  dept.                   -  -  -  22,949  14 

Subsistence  dept.          -  -  -  11,227  69 

Building  of  barracks,  -  -  5.507  10 

Building  of  new  mess  hall,  -  -  4,669  42 

To  balance,  -  -  -  7,665  84 

$67,070  85 

y  balance  on  hand  June  15,  1855,  ....     $  7,665  84 


54 
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SPECIAL  RECAPITULATION. 


Cr.  V.  M.  institute  proper,  as  per  report, 
Dr.  do.  do.  do. 

By  balance, 


Cr.  Q.  M.  dept.  as  per  report, 

Dr.  do.  do.  do. 


By  balance, 


Cr.  subsistence  department,  as  per  report, 
Dr.  do.  do. 

By  balance, 


Cr.  building  account,  as  per  report, 
Dr.  do.  do. 


By  balance, 


Dr.  mess  hall  building  account, 


E.  E. 


June  16,  1855. 


R.  E.  COLSTON, 
Tr.  V.  M.  I. 
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ierit  Roll    of  Cadets  of  the  Virginia   Military  Institute,  as   determined  at  the 
General  Examination  before  the  Board  of  Visitors,  July  1855. 

*  Distinafuished.        t  Deficient. 

FIRST  CLASS— GRADUATES. 


eneral 
nerit. 

Names. 

COTJXTIES. 

Total. 

Rehahks. 

*1 

S.  Cratchfield, 

Spotsylvania, 

2188.83 

Act.  Ass't  Professor. 

*2 

W.  T.  Patton, 

Richmond  City,    - 

2149.87 

Act.  Ass't  Professor- 

3 

E.  V.  Bargamin, 

Richmond. 

1974.11 

1st  Lieutenant. 

4 

L.  B.  Williams. 

Orange, 

1953.36 

1st  Captain. 

5 

G.  Buck. 

Morgan, 

1936.2 

6 

J.  P.  Wilson, 

Cumberland, 

1729.48 

2d  Lieutenant. 

7 

W.  T.  Hardy, 

Norfolk  City, 

1701.97 

Quartermaster. 

8 

E.  C.  Shepherd, 

Jefferson, 

1547.9 

1st  Lieutenant. 

9 

R.  C.  Allen, 

Bedford, 

1477.5 

2d  Lieutenant. 

10 

E.  J.  IMagrnder, 

Orange, 

1449.69 

2d  Captain. 

11 

B.  H.  Todd, 

Nottoway, 

1438.92 

12 

W.  Dupuy, 

Dinwiddie. 

1301.77 

13 

J.  II.  Waddell, 

Augusta, 

1251.25 

Adjutant. 

14 

W.  E.  Fife, 

Kanawha, 

1214.9 

15 

H.  W.  Cox, 
E.  J.  Harvie, 

Chesterfield, 
Amelia, 

1172.92 

Cadet  E.  J.  Harvie  was  recently  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  army.  Having  com* 
leted  the  studies  of  the  course,  he  has  been  graduated  with  his  class  by  the  special  order  of 
le  board. 
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SECOND  CLASS. 

General 

merit. 

Names. 

Counties. 

Total. 

Reuiakks. 

*1 

F.  W.  Smith, 

Norfolk  City. 

1138. 

4th  Sergeant. 

*2 

P.  B.  Stanard, 

Richmond  City,    - 

1085.4 

3 

J.  H.  Carpenter, 

Alleghany. 

1013.8 

4 

W.  B.  Selden. 

Norfolk  City, 

1011.1 

5 

G.  P.  C.  Rumbough, 

Campbell, 

1007.5 

2d  0.  Sergeant. 

6 

G.  M.  Edgar, 

Monroe, 

1004.6 

3d  Sergeant. 

7 

F.  M.  Suddoth, 

Fauquier, 

980.9 

8 

J.  L.  Cross, 

Warren, 

976.4 

2d  Sergeant. 

9 

E.  S.  Smith, 

Norfolk, 

926.7 

1st  Sergeant. 

10 

T.  B.  Robinson, 

King  William, 

881.9 

11 

W.  Y.  C.  White, 

Washington, 

871.8 

Color  Sergeant. 

12 

E.  Fowlkes, 

Montgomery, 

832.6 

13 

C.  M.  Barton. 

Frederick, 

813.7 

14 

W.  B.  Clagett, 

Loudoun, 

792.1 

Serg'l  Major. 

15 

J.  J.  McAllister, 

Surry, 

757.5 

16 

W.  J.  Sergeant, 

Louisa, 

745.5 

17 

J.  F.  Alexander, 

Spotsylvania, 

740. 

Quartermaster  Sei 

18 

W.  S.  Guy, 

Nottoway, 

739. 

19 

R:  M.  McKinnev, 

Campbell, 

698.2 

1st  Sergeant. 

20 

F.  M.  Boykin, 

Isle  of  Wight,      - 

690. 

3d  Sergeant. 

21 

J.  B.  Cocke, 

Powhatan, 

677.8 

22 

J.  L.  Meem, 

Campbell, 

670  9 

23 

J.  A.  Gait, 

Fluvanna, 

654.6 

24 

M.  N.  Moorman, 

Campbell, 

629.9 

1st  0.  Sergeant. 

25 

R.  H.  Hooe, 

Fauquier, 

625.5 

26 

W.  H.  Hood, 

Southampton, 

535.8 

4th  Sergeant. 

t 

C.  S.  Hurt, 

Petersburg, 

t 

E.  L.  Fant, 

Fauquier,  . 

t 

D.  B.  Penn, 

Richmond  City,   - 

t 

J.  W.  Haden, 

Botatourt, 

t 

J.  G.  Gittings, 

Harrison, 

t 

F.  H.  Hannum, 

Washington, 

t 

T.  H.  Holcomb, 

Mecklenburg, 

t 

T.  H.  Owen, 

Halifax, 

_ 

2d  Sergeant. 

t 

W.  H.  Easley, 

Halifax, 
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THIRD   CLASS. 


eneral 
lerit. 

Names. 

Covxties. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

*1 

W.  Taylor, 

Norfolk  City, 

669.4 

*2 

C.  W.  Hardy, 

Norfolk  City, 

600. 

3 

J.  McCausland, 

Mason, 

582.3 

4 

J.  Ker, 

Northampton, 

5263 

Corporal. 

5 

J.  J.  Smith, 

Alexandria, 

519.8 

1st  Corpora!. 

6 

A.  M.  Fauntleroy, 

Frederick. 

517.9 

7 

R.  M.  Mayo, 

Westmoreland,     - 

505.2 

S 

P.  P.  Slaughter, 

Madison, 

503  4 

1st  Corporal. 

9 

H.  Ker, 

Northampton, 

498.6 

Corporal. 

10 

J.  W.  B.  Bosworth, 

Randolph, 

490.2 

11 

M.  T.  Wheatley, 

Fauquier. 

437. 

12 

R.  B.  Taylor, 

Norfolk  City, 

483.3 

13 

A.  Fulkerson, 

Washington, 

479.9 

14 

J.  Read. 

Roanoke, 

450.1 

15 

S.  G.  White, 

Dinwiddie, 

436.9 

Corporal. 

16 

R.  McCausland, 

Mason, 

436.3 

17 

Alex.  Rives, 

Albemarle, 

435.2 

18 

E.  McConnell, 

Richmond, 

430.3 

19 

W.  D.  Coleman, 

Pittsylvania, 

423.1 

20 

J.  H.  Cameron, 

Rockbridge, 

421.9 

21 

J.  A.  Hambrick, 

Franklin, 

403.3 

22 

J.  Q,.  Richardson, 

Norfolk, 

380.9 

23 

B.  F.  Stewart, 

Westmoreland,     - 

372.1 

|24 

J.  C.  Hiden, 

Orange, 

350.4 

25 

J.  M.  Steptoe, 

Bedford, 

345. 

126 

J.  W.  Keable, 

Matthews, 

267- 

1 

P.  H.  Worsham, 

Dinwiddie, 

- 

Sick. 

t 

P.  G.  Breckenridge, 

Botetourt, 

t 

A.  S.  Cousins, 

Dinwiddie, 

i  t 

P.  McEnery, 

Petersburg. 

t 

J.  H.  Sharp, 

.  Norfolk  City. 

>H 
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FOURTH  CLASS. 


Genera] 

merit. 

Names. 

Counties. 

Total. 

Remaeks. 

*1 

M.  B.  Hardin, 

Alexandria, 

778. 

*2 

L.  W.  Reid, 

Alexandria  City,  - 

740.4 

3 

J.  C.  Pegram, 

Norfolk  City, 

732.5 

4 

L.  L.  Marks, 

Petersburg, 

650.2 

5 

J.  M.  Kiucheloe, 

Fauquier, 

644. 

6 

J.  G.  W.  Hairston, 

Henry, 

63S.7 

7 

J.  Breckenridge, 

Botetourt, 

630.7 

8 

John  Neff, 

Shenandoah, 

630.5 

9 

N.  C.  Wilson, 

Rockbridge, 

594.8 

30 

J.  B.  Terrill, 

Bath, 

565.6 

11 

E.  C.  Edmonds, 

Alexandria  City,  - 

550.5 

32 

T.  S.  Taylor. 

Franklin, 

535.2 

13 

'G.  C.  Orgain, 

Charles  City, 

5393 

34 

J.  T.  Goode, 

Mecklenburg, 

5305 

15 

T.  A.  Hatcher, 

Mecklenburg, 

492.7 

36 

G.  E.  Tayloe, 

Roanoke, 

472.4 

37 

W  •  Cutshaw, 

Jefferson, 

468.2 

38 

T.  M.  Boyd, 

Nelson, 

4554 

19 

R.  0.  Grayson, 

Loudoun, 

452.9 

20 

D.  N.  Flowerree, 

Fauquier, 

451. 

21 

J.  0.  Ridley, 

Roanoke, 

438. 

22 

H.  L.  Norfleet,  * 

Nansemond, 

437.8 

23 

C.  L.  Mosby, 

Campbell, 

360.6 

t 

T.  Sweeney, 

Wheeling, 

t 
t 

R.  T.  Ridd'iek, 
W.  Watson, 

Suffolk, 
Loudoun, 

t 

W.  M.  Palmer, 

Halifax, 

t 

W.  M.  Noble, 

Amelia, 

t 

N.  M.  Read, 

Roanoke, 

t 

Geo.  Blan. 

Hardy, 

t 

H.  Conrad. 

Frederick, 
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yhe  following  List  of  Cadets  is  specially  reported  to  the  Governor,  in  conformity 
with  a  Regulation  for  the  Government  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  re- 
quiring the  Names  of  the  most  Distinguished  Cadets,  not  exceeding  two  in  each 
Class,  to  be  reported  thus  at  each  Annual  Examination. 


So. 

Names. 

Counties. 

Science  and  Art  in  which  each  Cadet  parti- 
cularly excels. 

First  Class. 

1 

Stapleton  Crutchfield, 

Spotsylvania, 

Mathematics,  Latin,  Chemistry,  Natu- 
ral Philosophy,  Engineering,  Geo- 
logy, Rhetoric.  Artillery  and  Infan- 
try Tactics  and  Mental  Philosophy. 

JJ 

W.  T.  Pattern, 
Second  Class. 

City  of  Richmond, 

French,  Latin,  Chemistry,  Nat.  Philo- 
sophy, Geology,  Rhetoric,  Artillery 
and  Infantry  Tactics  and  Mental 
Philosophy. 

1 

Francis  W.  Smith,      - 

City  of  Norfolk,    - 

Mathematics,  Nat.  Philosophy,  Che- 
mistry and  Latin. 

* 

P.  B.  Stanard, 
Third  Class. 

City  of  Richmond, 

Latin,  Composition  and  Declamation. 

1 

Walter  Taylor, 

City  of  Norfolk,    - 

Mathematics,  Latin,  Drawing. 

a 

C.  W.  Hardy, 
Fourth  Class. 

tt                a 

Mathematics,  Drawing. 

i 

M.B.Hardin, 

Alexandria, 

Mathematics,  French,  English,  Geo- 
graphy. 

$ 

L.  W.  Reid, 

Alexandria  City,     - 

Mathematics,  English,  Composition. 
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At  a  Meeting  of  the  Third  Class,  July  20th,  1855. 

On  motion  of  M.  B.  Hardin,  T.  M.  Boyd  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  D.  W.  Flowerree 
was  appointed  secretary. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  having  been  stated,  M.  B.  Hardin  moved  that  a  committee  o 
eight  be  appointed  by  the  chairman  to  draft  a  resolution  expressing  the  views  of  the  class 
as  regards  their  pledge. 

The  chairman  appointed  the  following  gentlemen:  M.  B.  Hardin,  R.  O.  Grayson,  G.  ti! 
Orgain,  L.  L.  Marks,  J.  F.  Neff,  J.  T.  Hairston,  J.  M.  Kincheloe  and  L.  W.  Reid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marks,  the  chairman  was  added  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  reported  the  following  resolution  for  the  consideration  of  the  class: 


Resolved,  that  for  fear  that  the  action  of  some  cadets,  at  present  with  us  in  camp,  migh 
lead  persons  to  suppose  that  our  pledge  had  been  violated  by  us,  we  deem  it  necessary,  ir 
justice  to  ourselves,  to  say,  that  although  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  the  maltreatment  o 
new  cadets  by  others,  we  do  not  consider  ourselves  responsible  for  the  action  of  those  whc 
are  neither  members  of  our  pledge  or  class  ;  and,  moreover,  that  in  no  instance  has  the 
maltreatment  of  any  new  cadet  by  a  member  of  our  pledge  come  to  our  knowledge,  anc 
that  there  seems  to  be  no  probability  of  the  pledge  ever  being  violated. 

2.  We  hereby  request  that  Col.  Smith  do  make  known  the  action  of  the  above  meeting 
to  all  those  who  are  in  any  way  interested  in  our  pledge. 

T.  M.  BOYD,  Pres. 

D.  W.  FLOWERREE,  Sec 


Doc.  No.  11. 


61 


t  a  Meeting  of  the  Fourth  Class  of  Cadets  at  the    Virginia  Military  Institute 

on  the  28th  April  1855. 


On  motion  of  J.  M.  Kincheloe,  L.  Wilber  Reid  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  on  motion  of 
M.  Boyd,  L.  L.  Marks  was  appointed  secretary. 

T.  M.  Boyd  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting  as  follows:  To  draft  a  suitable  pledge,  to 
|  voluntarily  signed  by  the  members  of  the  class,  expressing  their  determination  to  abolish, 
far  as  it  is  in  their  power,  the  practice  of  maltreating  new  cadets,  and  moved  that  a  com- 
ittee  of  six  be  appointed  by  the  chairman  to  draft  resolutions,  and  report  them  at  the  next 
eeting  of  the  class,   for  their  consideration. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  the  following  gentlemen,  was  appointed  by  the  chairman, 
jz  :  T.  M.  Boyd,  J.  M.  Kincheloe,  M.  B.  Hardin,  J.  T.  Goode,  James  Breckenridge  and 
.  E.  Tayloe. 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  Goode,  the  chairman  and  secretary  were  added  to  the  committee. 

The  committee' reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  : 

Whereas  we,  the  fourth  class,  who  matriculated  in  1S54,  having  seen  the  evil  effects  of 
altreating  new  cadets,  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  as  gentlemen  to  use  every  exertion  in 
ir  power  to  suppress  the  same,  especially  during  the  coming  encampment:  therefore, 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  as  a  class  do  voluntarily  pledge  ourselves  to  abstain  from  all 
anner  of  maltreatment,  such  as  twisting,  dragging,  or  anything  calculated  to  injure  or 
amble  the  new  cadets  who  may  matriculate  during  the  coming  session ;  and  we  will  also 
e  our  most  strenuous  exertions  to  prevent  it  in  others. 


T.  M.  Boyd, 
Louis  L.  Marks, 
D.  W.  Flowerree, 
Wni.  M.  Palmer, 
R.  H.  Sweeney, 
R.  O.  Grayson, 
T.  S.  Tayloe, 
Geo.  Bean, 
W.  E.  Watson, 
H.  L.  Norfleet, 
T.  A.  Hatcher, 
T.  W.  Hairston, 
T.  C.  Wilson, 
J.  Breckenridge, 


Wm.  M.  Noble, 
L.  Wilber  Reid, 
Thos.  Goode, 
Jas.  B.  Ten-ill, 
W.  E.  Cutshaw, 
Achilles  Rowe, 
P.  F.  Eppes, 
J.  M.  Kincheloe, 
G.  C.  Orgain, 
G.  E.  Tayloe, 
John  F.  Neff, 
M.  B.  Hardin, 
C.  L.  Mosby. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT 

Relative   to  a   Supply   of  Water  to  the  Virginia   Military   Institute — July  185. 

Virginia  Military  Institutj 
July  5,  1355. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  the  accompanying  communication  from  a  committee  of  th 
trustees  of  the  corporation  of  Lexington,  notifying  this  institution  of  their  determinatio  I 
to  dissolve  the  contracts  by  which  the  institution  receives  its  supply  of  water. 

Without  in  any  degree  admitting  the  right  of  the  corporation  of  Lexington  to  dissolv 
the  contract  now  existing  between  it  and  the  Virginia  military  institute,  or  agreeing  in  th 
statement  of  facts  presented  in  the  communication  of  the  committee,  I  am  of  the  opinio 
that  the  annoyances  to  which  this  institution  has  been  subjected  for  the  last  eight  or  te 
years,  but  particularly  within  the  last  five  years,  will  not  terminate  on  this  question  unt 
provision  has  been  made  by  the  state  for  an  independent  water  line  to  the  institute. 

It  is  believed  that  the  institute  already  possesses,  by  its  purchase  of  Andrew  Alexander 
or  may  readily  procure  elsewhere  an  abundant  supply  of  water  to  meet  all  its  demands 
present  and  prospective,  and  that  a  reservoir  may  be  built,  and  a  connection  by  iron  pipe 
made  with  the  springs,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $6,000. 

I  had  long  cherished  the  hope  that  the  corporation  of  Lexington  would  see  what  tru 
policy  dictates,  and  would  foster,  in  every  way  in  their  power,  an  institution  located  in  thei 
midst,  and  contributing  so  materially  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  town.  If  a 
abundant  supply  of  water  exists  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  corporation  and  institute,  by 
separation  or  division  of  their  water  rights,  surely  there  ought  to  be  no  lack,  if  a  judiciou 
management  on  the  part  of  the  corporation  would  husband  this  supply  and  distribute  it] 
all  within  the  limits  of  the  town.  The  policy  now  forced  upon  this  institution  involves 
heavy  additional  expense  to  the  state,  while  it  virtually  denies  to  those  living  within  th- 
limits  of  the  corporation  at  the  institute,  and  who  are  contributing,  by  the  annual  paymen 
of  corporation  taxes,  to  the  support  of  this  water  line,  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  it 
common  with  other  citizens. 

For  a  full  detail  of  all  the  questions  of  law  and  of  fact  connected  with  the  matter,  I  refe' 
to  the  accompanying  arguments  of  counsel,  Thos.  J.  Michie  and  Sam.  McDowell  Moore 
Esqs.  the  deeds  of  Andrew  Alexander,  and  the  contract  of  the  corporation  with  the  Vir 
ginia  military  institute. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

FRANCIS  H.  SMITH,  Sup. 
Col.  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro, 

Pres.  B.   V.   V.  M.  I. 
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Lexington,  July  4,  1855. 

EXTLEMEX, 

The  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  this  county  having  at  its  last  session  de- 
ned  rendering  a  final  decree  in  the  case  pending  before  him,  between  the  Virginia  mili- 
ry  institute  and  the  trustees  of  this  town  in  relation  to  the  water,  and  having  intimated 
as  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  pronounce  any  opinion  satisfactory  to  himself  as  to  the 
spective  rights  of  the  parties  under  existing  circumstances,  without  further  lights,  parti- 
ly  of  a  scientific  character — the  trustees  of  the  town  being  ingorant  of  any  additional 
hta  which  they  can  furnish  on  the  subject,  and  being  perfectly  satisfied  from  past  expe- 
;nce.  and  more  especially  from  the  experience  of  the  last  two  months,  when  nearly  half 
e  town  were  deprived  cf  water  even  for  the  most  necessary  purposes,  (all  wastage  being 
the  same  time  prevented,  at  least  to  as  great  an  extent  as  would  reasonably  be  expected 
any  time,)  that  the  privileges,  which  the  board  of  visitors  consider  indispensable  to  their 
irposes,  as  indicated  in  their  commuuications  to  the  trustees  at  their  last  annual  meeting, 
d  entirely  incompatible  with  the  rights  of  the  town  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  water  by 
ir  citizens,  have  determined  to  dissolve  the  connection  between    them  in  relation  thereto. 

They  have,  therefore,  appointed  the  undersigned  a  committee  to  UGtify  the  boards  of  the 
'O  institutions,  that  they  are  unwilling  to  continue  the  privilege  to  them  of  conveying  their 
ater  from  the  Brushy  Hill  springs,  through  their  pipes,  longer  than  is  necessary  for  them 
adopt  some  other  mode  of  conveying  the  same.  This  course  is  adopted,  because  the 
dge,  in  the  remarks  which  he  made  in  relation  to  the  case,  intimated  that  it  wa3  the  pro- 
pr  one  to  be  pursued  by  the  town  authorities,  should  they  determine  to  discontinue  this 
ivilege  to  the  institutions. 

The  committee,  in  conclusion,  representing  (as  they  believe  they  do)  the  feelings  of  the 
|wn  authorities  and  their  citizens,  beg  leave  to  say  that  they  would  be  glad  if  any  arrange- 
|ent  could  be  made  between  the  parties,  by  which  the  rights  and  interests  of  both  could 
accommodated. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  MIDDLETON, 
WILLIAM  WHITE, 
WM.  JORDAN, 

Committee, 
pari  Visitors  V.  M.  I. 
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At  Rockbridge  Circuit  Court,  April  24f/i,  1855. 

The  Virginia  military  institute,  plaintiff,  against  the  town  of  Lexington  and  the  presiden 
and  trustees  of  Washington  college,  defendants: 

On  the  motion  of  the  mayor  and  council  of  the  town  of  Lexington,  to  dissolve  the  injunc 
tion  awarded  herein,  on  the  16th  of  April  1853 — the  court,  on  consideration  of  the  bill,  th< 
answer  of  these  defendants,  the  exhibits,  examinations  of  witnesses,  and  the  argument  o 
counsel,  doth  for  the  present  reject  the  motion,  and  order  that  the  injunction  stand  until  tht 
final  hearing,  unless,  at  any  time  before  that  hearing,  the  plaintiff  or  the  Washington  col 
lege  should  be  guilty  of  any  excessive,  extravagant  or  wasteful  use  of  the  water,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  town  of  Lexington.  In  which  event,  liberty  is  reserved  to  the  defendant! 
to  take  proof  of  such  excessive,  extravagant  and  wasteful  use  of  the  water,  and  repea 
their  motion  to  dissolve  in  vacation,  after  due  notice  of  such  motion,  as  prescribed  by  law 
or  in  terra  time,  as  they  may  elect. 

A  copy— Teste, 

JOSEPH  G.  STEELE,  D.  C. 
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I,  Andrew  Alexander  of  Rockbridge  county,  near  the  town  of  Lexington,  do  hereby 
ree  to  give  to  said  town  forever,  the  privilege  of  taking,  in  pipes  for  the  supply  of  said 
wn  with  water,  the  one-half  of  my  spring  that  rises  between  the  Brushy  hills — for  which 
am  to  be  paid,  annually,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  January  in  each  year, 
ter  the  said  water  is  taken  to  town.  The  lots  I  now  own  in  Lexington,  with  their 
provemeuts,  to  be  exempted  from  tax  for  bringing  the  said  water  into  town,  or  keeping 
e  pipes,  &c.  in  repair;  and  I  am  to  be  permitted  to  insert  cocks  at  such  places  as  I  or  the 
raers  of  the  land  now  mine,  (near  said  spring,)  may  think  best. 

I  further  agree  that  if  I  or  the  owners  of  said  land  should  have  no  use  for  the  remaining 
If  of  said  spring,  it  may  be  all  taken  in  the  pipes.  In  that  case,  I  reserve  the  right  to 
ike  small  holes  to  let  water  run  out  constantly  for  stock  and  other  purposes,  and  also  to 
ie  the  water  out  at  some  point  most  convenient  to  pipe  it  to  my  house  where  I  live,  so 
it  the  one-half  above  granted  shall  run  on  towards  town;  and  the  authorities  of  the  town 
list  endevor  to  take  the  whole  of  the  water  of  said  spring,  if  required  by  me. 

And  it  is  distinctly  to  be  understood,  provided  the  pipes  are  kept  in  reasonable  repair, 
it  the  cocks,  small  holes  and  pipe  above  referred  to,  are  in  no  case  to  stop  or  impede  the 
e-half  of  said  spring  from  being  taken  on  towards  town,  they  being  only  intended  to  use 
5  half  reserved  for  my  own  benefit. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  8th  day  of  January  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
ed  and  twenty-eight. 

ANDREW  ALEXANDER.  [Seal.] 


Clerk's  Office,  Rockbridge  County  Court, 

May  15,  1834. 

This  deed,  from  Andrew  Alexander  to  the  town  of  Lexington,  was  this  day  produced 
me  in  said  office,  acknowledged  by  said  Alexander,  and  admitted  to  record. 

Teste, 

SAM'L  McD.  REID,  C.  R.  C. 

A  copy — Teste, 

DAVID  HUTCHESON,  D.  C. 


The  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  a  paper  marked  A,  filed  with  plaintiff's  bill  in  a  cause  depend- 
Rockbridge  circuit  court,  in  which  the  Virginia  military  institute  is  plaintiff,  and  the  town 
Lexington  and  the  president  and  trustees  of  Washington  college  are  defendants. 

Teste, 

SAM'L  McD.  REID,  Clk. 
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This  agreement,  made  this  6th  day  of  May  1840,  between  A.  Alexander  and  Alex.  T 
Barclay  of  the  one  part,  and  Samuel  McD.  Reid  and  William  Taylor,  trustees  of  Wasb 
ington  college,  on  behalf  of  said  college,  and  CD.  Dorman,  Alfred  Ley  burn  and  Hugi 
Barclay,  visitors  of  the  military  institute,  on  behalf  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  of  the  othe 
part: 

Witnesselh,  that  the  said  A.  Alexander  is  the  owner  of  a  spring  about  two  miles  west  o 
the  town  of  Lexington,  and  from  which  the  town  of  Lexington  is  now  supplied  with  watei 
the  said  Alexander  having  heretofore  conveyed  to  said  town  the  use  of  one-half  of  sail 
spring,  and  retaining  for  his  own  use  the  other  half:  and  whereas  the  said  Alexander  is  th- 
owner  of  another  spring,  situate  between  the  spring  aforesaid  and  the  lands  of  Alex.  T 
Barclay,  and  which  flows  upon  his  land: 

Now,  this  indenture  witnesseth  that  the  said  Andrew  Alexander  and  the  said  Alex.  % 
Barclay,  for  the  consideration  hereafter  named,  doth  hereby  convey,  unto  the  said  trustee 
of  Washington  college  and  their  successors  in  office,  for  the  use  of  said  college,  and  th< 
commonwealth  of  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the  Virginia  military  institute,  the  following 
privileges  and  rights,  viz:  The  said  Alexander  conveys,  and  authorizes  the  trustees  afore 
said  and  the  visitors  aforesaid  to  take,  in  iron  pipes,  or  any  other  manner,  from  the  spring 
which  now  supplies  the  town  of  Lexington  with  water,  the  one-half  of  the  water  reservei 
by  said  Alexander,  that  being  the  one-fourth  part  of  the  whole  of  said  spring. 

The  said  Alexander  also  conveys,  and  authorizes  the  said  trustees  and  visitors  aforesa'u 
to  take,  convey  away  and  use  the  whole  of  the  spring  aforesaid,  which  is  situate  betweei 
the  upper  spring  and  the  land  of  said  Barclay,  the  said  parties  aforesaid  leaving  the  head  o 
the  last  named  spring  open,  so  that  the  said  Alexander,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns,  may  hav< 
and  enjoy  the  free  and  interrupted*  use  of  the  same  at  its  source. 

The  said  Alexander  T.  Barclay  relinquishes  all  his  rights  in  and  to  said  spring  and  th» 
water  which  flows  therefrom,  upon  the  said  trustees  and  visitors  aforesaid,  permitting  sai< 
Barclay  to  take  and  use,  from  the  pipes  which  conduct  ihe  water  through  his  land,  a  quan 
thy  not  exceeding  at  one  place  of  two  hundred  and  forty  gallons,  in  each  and  every  twen 
ty-four  hours — and  also  the  trustees  erecting  for  said  Barclay,  at  another  place  on  hi=i  land 
to  be  designated  by  him,  a  hydrant,  with  the  privilege  of  using,  by  means  of  said  hydrant 
a  like  quantity  of  two  hundred  and  forty  gallons,  in  each  and  every  twenty-four  hours 
The  said  hydrants  to  be  kept  in  repair  by  said  trustees  and  visitors,  and  renewed  by  them. 

In  consideration  whereof,  the  trustees  of  Washington  college  bind  themselves,  anc 
their  successors  in  office  forever,  to  pay  to  said  A.  Alexander  yearly,  the  annual  sum  o! 
ten  dollars  forever.  And  the  said  visitors  of  the  military  institute  also  agree,  on  behalf  o; 
the  state  of  Virginia,  to  pay  to  said  Alexander  a  like  sum  often  dollars  annually  forever. 

The  said  Alexander  is  also  to  have  the  right  of  taking  water  from  the  pipes  betweei) 
Washington  college  and  the  military  institute,  to  his  adjacent  land,  and  use  the  same  bj 
means  of  a  hydrant,  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  a  family  or  families,  and  for  no  other  use 
and  purpose  whatsoever. 

*  So  in  the  MS. 
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In  testimony  whereof,  the  parties  aforesaid  have  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and 
ear  aforesaid. 

ANDREW  ALEXANDER.  [Seal.] 
A.  T.  BARCLAY.  [Seal.] 

HENRY  RUFFNER.  [Seal.] 

Pres.  of  Washington  College. 

C.  P.  DORMAN.        [Seal.] 

HUGH  BARCLAY.    [Seal.] 


The  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  exhibit  B,  filed  with  plaintiff's  bill,  in  a  cause,  depending  in 
lockbridge  circuit  court,  in  which  the  Virginia  military  institute  is  plaintiff,  and  the  town 
f  Lexington  aud  the  trustees  of  Washington  college  are  defendants. 


Teste, 


SAML.  McD.  REID,  Clk. 
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C 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  Lexington,  April  14,  1840. 

Ordered,  that  the  trustees  of  Washington  college  and  the  visitors  of  the  Virginia  mil 
tary  institute  have  leave  to  take  water  from  the  public  pipe  near  the  house  of  Hugh  Ba> 
clay,  and  to  conduct  the  same  to  the  college  and  the  institute  :  provided,  however,  that  th 
said  trustees  and  visitors  erect  a  column,  at  or  near  said  Barclay's,  of  an  elevation  eqm 
to  the  extreme  termination  of  the  pipe  on  the  main  street  near  the  Presbyterian  church 
Which  said  column  is  to  be  erected  on  the  line  of  pipes  to  be  laid  down  by  the  said  trustee 
and  visitors,  between  said  Barclay's  and  a  point  within  twenty  feet  in  the  college  lot.  Th 
water  to  be  so  taken  is  to  rise  and  descend  through  said  column — or  the  said  trustees  amji 
visitors  shall  have  the  privilege  of  taking,  water  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  at  the  extreme 
termination  of  said  pipe,  near  the  church. 

The  said  trustees  and  visitors  are  further  required,  previous  to  taking  the  water  at  eithe: 
of  said  points,  to  place,  within  twenty  feet  of  either  of  said  points,  a  stop  cock,  over  whicl ! 
the  trustees  of  Lexington  retain  the  full  and  entire  control.  The  said  stop  cock  is  to  be 
placed  down  under  the  direction  of  the  engineer  of  the  water  works:  and  provided,  fur 
ther,  that  the  power  of  the  town  or  its  agents  over  the  stop  cock  aforesaid  shall  have  respec 
to  the  supply  of  water  to  other  parts  of  the  town,  or  addition  thereto,  as  from  time  to  tirm 
experience  may  require. 

A  copy — Teste, 

DAVID  HUTCHESON,  Clk. 


Copy  of  a  paper  marked  C,  filed  with  plaintiff's  bill  in  a  cause  depending  in  Rockbridge 
circuit  court,  in  which  the  Virginia  military  institute  is  plaintiff,  and  the  town  of  Lexington 
and  the  president  and  tiustees  of  Washington  college  are  defendants. 

Teste, 

SAML.  MoD.  REID,  Clk. 
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D 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  Lexington,  May  12,  1840. 

Whereas  the  visitors  of  the  military  institute  and  the  trustees  of  Washington  college  have 
rchased  from  Andrew  Alexander  and  Alexander  T.  Barclay,  Esquires,  certain  water  pri- 
eges  at  the  Brushy  Hill  springs,  and  have  applied  to  this  board  to  permit  the  said  water 
rchased  by  them  to  be  conveyed  through  the  pipes  belonging  to  the  town  of  Lexington, 
be  discharged  at  their  respective  institutions  : 

Now,  be  it  resolved  and  ordained  by  the  board,  that  they  grant  said  privilege  on  the  fol- 
ding conditions,  to  wit: 

That  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  town  of  Lexington  reserve  to  themselves  and  their  suc- 
ssors  the  right  to  withdraw  the  same,  whenever  the  privilege  may  be  abused,  until  the 
use  ceases  to  exist.  And  they  likewise  reserve  the  right  of  judging  of  such  abuse,  and 
3  right  of  stopping  the  water  anywhere  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  town.  And  the 
fd  trustees  of  Washington  college  and  the  visitors  of  the  military  institute  shall  be  obliged 

erect  a  stop  cock  at  the  end  of  the  present  town  line  of  pipes  on  the  hill  near  Hugh 
irclay's,  to  be  under  the  control  of  said  town  trustees — the  object  of  such  stop  cock  and 
jppages  being  to  correct  abuses  and  repairs  only.     But  the  said  privileges,  hereby  granted 

the  said  institutions,  is  not  in  anywise  to  abridge  the  right  of  the  said  trustees  of  Lexing- 
u  to  extend  the  water  to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  town,  as  they  are  at  present  or  may 

hereafter  laid  off. 

A  copy — Teste, 

DAVID   HUTCHESON,  Clk. 


The  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  paper  marked  D,  filed  with  plaintiff's  bill  in  a  cause  depend- 
g  in  Rockbridge  circuit  court,  in  which  the  Virginia  military  institute  is  plaintiff,  and  the 
wn  of  Lexington  and  the  president  and  trustees  of  Washington  college  are  defendants. 

Teste, 

SAML.  McD.  REID,  Clk. 
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NOTE  OF  ARGUMENT  FOR  PLAINTIFF, 

In  the  Case  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  v.  The  Town  of  Lexington. 


On  the  8th  of  January  1828,  Andrew  Alexander,  by  deed,  gave  to  the  town  of  Lexir 
ton,  forever,  the  privilege  of  taking  in  pipes,  for  the  supply  of  said  town  with  water,  I 
one-half  of  his  spring  rising  between  the  Brushy  hills ;  for  which  he  was  to  be  paid  ann 
ally  the  suru  of  ten  dollars  on  the  1st  of  January  in  each  year — his  lots  in  town  to 
exempt  forever  from  tax  for  bringing  the  water;  and  he  was  to  be  permitted  to  inse 
cocks  at  such  places  as  he  or  the  owners  of  the  land,  then  his,  near  said  spring,  might  thh  ij 
best. 

He  further  agreed  that  if  he  or  the  owners  of  said  land  should  have  no  use  for  the  oth  | 
half  of  said  water,  it  might  be  all  taken  in  said  pipes.     He  reserved   the  right  to   ma 
small  holes  in  said  pipes  to  let  out  water  constantly  for  stock  and  other  purposes,  and  al 
to  take  out  the  water  to  pipe  to  his  house,  so  that  the  one-half  granted  should  run  to  tow 
The  town  was  bound  to  endeavor  to  take  all  the  water  of  the  spring  into  their  pipes,  if 
required.     The  one-half  is  also  stated  to  be  reserved  for  his  benefit. 

One  important  use  or  benefit  of  all  property  is  to  sell  and  dispose  of  it  to  others.  TB 
Alexander  had  under  this  contract  the  right  to  use  the  full  half  of  the  water  for  any  pi 
pose  he  chose,  or  to  sell  it,  with  the  land,  to  others,  to  be  used  up  as  the  purchaser  cho 
without  restraint,  no  one  can  doubt.  This  being  so,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  why  he  cou 
not  separate  the  water  from  the  land,  and  sell  it  alone,  to  be  used  by  the  purchasers  as  e 
tirely  and  unrestrainedly  as  he  could  use  it  himself. 

On  the  6th  May  1840,  said  Alexander  and  A.  T.  Barclay,  by  deed  reciting  that  the  form 
had  theretofore  conveyed  to  the  town  of  Lexington  the  use  of  one-half  of  said  spring,  i 
taining  the  other  half  for  his  own  use,  and  that  said  Alexander  was  the  owner  of  anoth 
spring  flowiug  on  the  land  of  said  Barclay,  conveyed  to  the  trustees  of  Washington  c( 
lege,  and  their  successors,  for  the  use  of  said  college,  and  to  the  commonwealth  of  Vi 
ginia  for  the  use  of  the  Virginia  military  institute,  the  privilege  to  take,  in  iron  pipes,  or; 
any  other  manner,  from  the  spring  supplying  the  town  of  Lexington,  the  one-half  of  tl 
water  reserved  as  aforesaid,  being  one-fourth  of  the  whole  spring.     Also,  the  privilege 
take,  carry  away  and  use  the  whole  of  the  other  spring,  flowing  on  Barclay's  land — on* 
leaving  open  the  head  of  the  last  mentioned  spring — so  that  said  Alexander  might  user 
at  its  source — the  said  Barclay  reserving  the  privilege  of  using  not  exceeding  480  gallor 
in  each  twenty-four  hours,  &c. 

In  consideration  of  which  conveyance,  the  said  two  grantees  were  to  pay  $  10  eac 
annually  forever.     - 

Thus,  the  college  and  the  Virginia  military  institute  became  entitled  to  a  quantity  of  wate, 
greatly  exceeding,  as  the  evidence  shows,  the  quantity  the  town  was  entitled  to,  with  tb, 
privilege  of  conveying  it  to  their  buildings  in  any  way  or  by  any  route  they  might  thin 
proper — while  united,  they  had  not  the  capacity  to  use  even  half  as  much  as  the  tow 
would  use  with  economy. 

These  facts  I  think  abundantly  appear  from  the  evidence.  It  at  once  became  a  matter  ( 
vital  interest  to  the  town  to  obtain  the  privilege  of  using  the  waste  water,  over  what  th 
college  aud  institute  might  want — and  accordingly  the  town,  before  the  purchase  by  thos 
institutions  was  perfected,  and  with  full  notice  of  it,  and  in  view  of  it,  on  the  14th  of  Apri 
make  the  proposition  contained  in  exhibit  C.    This  was  promptly  rejected,  because  ; 
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inly  contemplated  the  prior  use  by  the  town,  until  fully  supplied,  of  all  their  own  water, 
1  also  of  all  the  water  thus  purchased  by  the  institutions.  The  colleges  insisted  on 
!  use  ad  libitum  of  all  the  water  they  had  thus  purchased,  having  no  objection  that  the 
en  should  have  the  benefit  of  what  they  did  not  want  then  and  thereafter. 

The  town  pipes  being  of  sufficient  capacity  as  already  laid  to  vent  all  the  water  of  both 
ings,  it  was  of  course  desirable  to  the  colleges  to  save  the  expense  of  laying  down  a 
g  line  of  new  pipe — and  not  at  all  injurious  to  the  town  to  let  their  water  flow  through 

otherwise  empty  space  in  their  pipe — the  probable  pay,  the  certain  large  surplus  of 
ter  over  all  the  wants  and  even  waste  of  the  colleges,  was,  under  such  circumstances,  a 
Kcient  consideration  with  the  town  to  grant  them  the  privilege  of  bringing  their  water 
ough  the  town  pipes — a  privilege  which  cost  the  town  nothing,  and  gave  it  a  great  bene- 

not  Etipiulated  for,  because  such  stipulation  might  have  hampered  the  colleges,  but 
ich  the  town  felt  sure  of  enjoying,  because  of  the  inability  of  the  colleges  to  use  all  their 
ter  for  all  purposes.  Accordingly,  the  trustees  of  Lexington,  on  the  12th  of  May  1840, 
:y  soon  after  the  colleges  had  purchased  said  water  privileges,  enter  into  lhe  arrange- 
nt  with  them,  evidenced  by  exhibit  D,  reciting  that  the  colleges  had  purchased  from  A. 
pxander  and  A.  T.  Barclay  certain  water  privileges  at  the  Brushy  hill  springs,  and  had 
plied  to  their  board  to  permit  said  water,  purchased  by  them,  to  be  conveyed  through  the 
jes  belonging  to  the  town  of  Lexington,  to  be  discharged  at  their  respective  institutions, 
i  resolving  and  ordaining  that  said  privilege  be  granted  on  these  conditions,  viz :  that 
d  board  reserves  to  themselves,  and  their  successors,  the  right  to  withdraw  the  same, 
enever  the  privilege  may  he  abused,  until  the  abuse  ceases  to  exist ;  and  they  likewise  reserve 
right  of  judging  of  such  abuse,  and  the  right  of  stopping  the  water  anywhere  within  the 
'isdiction  of  the  town — and  said  colleges  should  be  obliged  to  erect  a  stop  cock  at  the 
1  of  the  present  line  of  pipes  on  the  hill  near  Hugh  Barclay's,  to  be  under  the  control  of 
d  town  trustees — the  object  of  such  stop  cock  and  stoppages  being  to  correct  abuses,  and  ve- 
rs only,  said  privileges  thereby  granted  to  said  institution  not  in  anywise  to  abridge  the 
jht  of  said  trustees  to  extend  the  water  to  the  boundaries  of  said  town,  as  then  or  there- 
er  to  be  laid  off. 

Mow,  the  first  observation  to  be  made  on  the  exhibits  C  and  D  is,  that  together  they  con- 
I  full  evidence  that  the  town  stood  by  and  permitted  the  colleges  to  acquire  these  water 
hts,  and  then,  after  the  purchase,  recognized,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  its  validity, 
i  the  right  in  the  water  acquired  thereby. 

[f,  then,  any  doubt  remained,  under  the  deed  from  A.  Alexander  to  the  town,  of  his 
|ht  to  sell  to  the  colleges,  this  standing  by  of  the  town  and  subsequent  ratification,  would 
t  it  out  of  its  mouth  to  set  up  a  conflicting  right  now.  The  water,  then,  purchased  from 
pxander  in  May  1840,  belonged  to  the  colleges,  by  unquestionable  right — one-fourth  of 
>  larger  spring,  and  the  whole  of  the  other;  and  they  had  a  right  to  bring  it  all  to  town 
their  own  pipes,  or  otherwise  for  their  exclusive  use. 

The  next  observation  is,  that  the  town,  by  its  resolutions  and  ordinance  of  1840,  agrees 
bring  the  whole  of  that  water  to  town  in  their  pipes,  and  deliver  the  whole  of  it  to  the 
titutions,  at  certain  points.  The  application  of  the  colleges  was  to  permit  said  water  to 
conveyed  through  the  pipes  belonging  to  the  town,  and  to  be  discharged  at  their  re- 
stive institutions.  The  institutions,  then,  cannot  be  said  to  abuse  the  rights  and  pri- 
eges  acquired  under  their  contract  with  the  town,  unless  they  use  more  water  than  they 
rchased — all  of  which  was,  by  the  contract,  to  be  delivered  to  them  through  the  town 
pes,  and  all  of  which  they  have  a  right  (if  necessary  for  their  purposes)  to  use. 

The  proof  is  conclusive,  that  they  have  never  used  one-half  the  water  they  purchased. 
'will  not  be  contended  that  there  is  anything  in  the  proviso,  that  the  grant  of  said 
ivileges  was  not  to  abridge  the  right  of  the  trustees  to  extend  the  water  to  the  boundaries 
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of  the  town,  and  calculated  to  confer  on  the  town  the  right  to  use  the  water  belonging  l 
the  colleges  for  such  extension.  Such  a  construction  would  enlarge  the  right  of  the  towi 
while  the  proviso  only  stipulates  that  it  should  not  be  abridged. 

Having  thus  shown  that  the  true  construction  of  Alexander's  contract  with  the  town  le  I 
him  at  full  liberty  to  make  sale  of  the  remainder  of  the  water  to  the  colleges,  and  that  if 
did  not,  the  standing  by  of  the  town  before,  and  its  sanction  after,  the  sale  to  the  college 
forbids  it  now  to  question  the  sale — having  also  shown  that  the  contract  between  the  tow 
and  the  colleges,  was  simply  that  the  town  should  convey  all  the  water,  so  purchase< 
through  their  pipes,  and  deliver  it  all  to  the  colleges  without  reservation  of  a  right  to  ug 
any  part  of  it,  and  that  no  abuse  of  the  privilege  granted  has  ever  been  perpetrated  by  th 
colleges ;  that  on  the  contrary,  they  have  never  taken  all  the  water  they  were  entitled  to — 
only  remains  to  enquire  whether  the  contract  between  the  town  and  colleges  rests  on 
valid  consideration,  and  whether  the  privilege  granted  by  the  town  is  revocable  at  pleasure 


The  first  of  these  questions  has  been  sufficiently  argued  by  iny  colleague,  Mr.  Moore | 
If  there  was  no  other  sufficient  consideration,  that  of  erecting  a  stop  cock,  and  laying  dow 
and  connecting  the  college  pipes  with  those  of  the  town,  would  be  enough,  in  point  of  law 
to  support  the  contract,  it  being  well  settled,  that  a  sufferance  of  loss  to  one  party  is  just  a 
valid  a  consideration,  on   which  to  rest  a  contract  or  promise,  as  the  receipt  of  gain  to  th  11 
other.     But   there   are  other  considerations   valid   and   binding:    J.  The  consideration  o  f 
benefiting  a  public  institution,  on   whose    prosperity  that  of  the    town   greatly    depended  i 
2.  The  consideration  of  getting  the  large  surplus  of  water,  over  and  above  what  those  in  o 
stitutions  wanted  for  their  own  use. 


It  may  be  objected,  that  the  latter  was  a  contingent  and  uncertain  benefit,  dependent  O! 
the  future  necessities  of  the  colleges,  which  could  not  be  estimated.  But  it  is  replied,  tha 
the  probability  of  their  using  all  their  water,  at  any  future  time,  was  very  remote — that  i 
was  certain  they  could  not  then,  at  the  date  of  the  contract,  use  near  all  and  therefore  tha 
the  town  must  get  a  large  present  benefit.  It  is  certain  they  have  not  used  near  all  yet — st 
that  the  town  has  already  enjoyed  that  benefit  for  fourteen  years:  and  finally,  there  is  n( 
reason  why  a  contingent  and  uncertain  benefit  may  not  constitute  a  good  consideration  foi ' 
a  contract.     This  contract,  then,  was  valid  and  binding  on  the  parties. 

Was  it  revocable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  town  ? 

It  related  to  a  perpetual  subject,  and  no  words  are  found  in  it  limiting  its  duration.  The' 
reservation  is  to  the  trustees,  and  their  successors,  to  withdraw  the  privilege  whenever  it  may| 
be  abused,  and  they  reserve  the  right  of  stopping  the  water  only  to  correct  abuses  and  to) 
repair.  No  right  is  reserved  ever  to  stop  it  for  any  other  purpose.  The  contract,  too,j 
provides  for  the  right  of  the  town  to  extend  the  water  to  its  boundaries,  as  then  or  there«J 
after  to  be  laid  off. 

In  all  its  features  it  savors  of  perpetuity,  and  the  plain  intention  of  the  parties  was  that 
it  should  last  as  long  as  the  springs  and  colleges.  If  so,  this  injunction  should  be  per-' 
petuated. 

MICHIE,  p.  q. 


The  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  the  argument  of  Mr.  Michie,  counsel  for  plaintiff  filed  in  a 
cause  depending  in  the  circuit  court  of  Rockbridge  county,  in  which  the  Virginia  military 
institute  is  plaintiff,  and  the  town  of  Lexington  and  the  president  and  trustees  of  Wash- 
ington college  are  defendants. 

Teste, 

JOSEPH  G.  STEELE,  D.  C. 
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NOTE  OF  ONE  OF  PLAINTIFF'S  COUNSEL, 

the  Case  of  the    Virginia  Military  Institute   v.  the   Town  of  Lexington,  on  a 
motion  to  dissolve  an  Injunction. 

This  case  comes  up  on  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  injunction  granted  in  April  last. 

The  plaintiffs  hoped  and  earnestly  desired  that  the  recommendation  of  the  court  would 
ve  been  embraced  by  the  defendants  with  the  same  alacrity  that  it  has  been  by  the  plain- 
's, and  that  a  compromise  would  have  been  effected,  in  conformity  to  the  wish  expressed 
the  order  granting  the  injunction.  Actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  effect  a  compromise 
th  the  trustees  of  the  town,  on  fair  and  just  terms,  the  superintendent  addressed  a  letter 
S.  McD.  Moore,  to  be  presented  to  the  trustees,  a  short  time  after  the  injunction  waa 
anted,  a  copy  of  which  is  filed  with  the  depositions  of  Col.  F.  H.  Smith.  The  proposi- 
n  contained  in  that  letter,  it  is  conceived,  must  be  regarded  by  every  disinterested  per- 
il as  not  only  fair  but  extremely  liberal  on  the  part  of  the  institute  towards  the  town.     By 

contract  with  Alexander  and  Barclay,  the  institute  aud  college  become  entitled  to  one- 
urth  of  the  large  and  the  whole  of  the  small  spring,  yielding  together,  according  to  Mr. 
ade's  testimony,  7,500  gallons  more  per  day  than  the  town  was  entitled  to  under  its  con- 
ict  with  Mr.  Alexander,  and  certainly  more  than  six  or  eight  times  as  much  water  as  the 
liege  and  institute  ever  have  used.     Yet,  the  institute  agree  to  be  restricted  to  one-tenth 

the  quantity  of  water  furnished  to  the  town,  and  to  pay  $  100  towards  enlarging  the 
servoir. 

It  is  submitted  with  great  confidence  to  the  court,  or  any  other  impartial  tribunal,  to  say 
that  was  not  a  fiiir  and  most  liberal  proposition,  and  such  as  the  trustees  must  have  im- 
tediately  accepted,  had  they  been  disposed  to  make  any  compromise  at  all. 

But  it  will  be  seen,  from  the  proposition  made  by  the  trustees,  (also  filed  with  the  depo- 
tion  of  Col.  Smith,)  that  they  are  in  effect  opposed  to  any  compromise  at  all— certainly, 

any  to  which  the  institute  could  accede.  They  claim  the  right  to  an  unlimited  control 
,-er  the  whole  of  the  water,  and  they  avow  their  purpose,  in  the  event  of  the  supply  of 
ater  proving  insufficient  at  any  time  for  all  the  citizens  of  the  town,  to  cut  off  the  supply 
itirely  from  the  institute.  Tbey  are  willing  to  allow  the  institute  the  surplus  water,  for 
hich  they  (the  town's  people)  have  no  use.  They  in  effect  ask  the  institute  to  surrender 
1  right  to  any  portion  of  the  water,  and  become  dependent  on  the  mere  bounty  of  the 
ustees  of  the  town.  Everything  like  compromise,  it  must  be  apparent  from  the  proposi- 
Dn  of  the  board  of  trustees  as  well  as  from  the  pretensions  set  up  in  their  answer,  is  out 
f  the  question.     The  parties  must,  therefore,  stand  upon  their  legal  and  equitable  rights. 

In  the  order  granting  the  injunction  the  court  says,  "  Should  the  plaintiff,  after  his  injunc- 
on,  be  guilty  of  any  excessive,  extravagant  or  wasteful  use  of  the  water,  to  the  prejudice 
f  the  town  of  Lexington,  the  defendants  have  only  to  answer,  give  notice  of  their  motion 
»  dissolve,  prove  the  abuse,  and  have  the  injunction  dissolved  at  any  time  in  vacation." 

From  this  as  well  as  from  the  reason  of  the  case,  I  presume  that  the  only  ground  on 
hich  the  court  would  sustain  the  present  motion  to  dissolve,  would  be  the  abuse  of  the 
ght  to  use  the  water  since  the  injunction  was  granted.  If  this  view  of  the  matter  is  cor- 
set, then  it  is  manifest,  from  the  evidence  taken  in  the  case,  that  the  motion  must  fall. 

It  is  scarcely  pretended  that  any  citizen  of  the  town  has  suffered  inconvenience  from  a 
ieficient  supply  of  water  since  the  injunction  was  granted.  Mr.  Myers,  and  all  others 
eretofore  complaining,  except  David  McKinley,  seem  to  have  had  an  ample  supply  of 
/ater  during  the  present  very  dry  summer;  and  McKinley  has  had  water  every  day,  but 
as  sometimes  failed  to  get  water  on  Monday. 
10 
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The  court  will  perceive,  from  the  testimony  of  McKinley  and  others,  that  the  deficient,- 
at  McK.nley's  arises  from  the  quantify  of  water  drawn  off  on  Monday  (a  general  was  f 
day  in  the  town)  for  washing,  and  not  from  an  excessive  use  by  the  institute. 

And  the  trustees  now  seek  to  deprive  not  only  the  college  and  institute,  emhracin 
together  perhaps  one-seventh  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  but  other  families,  (those  « 
S.  McD  Moore,  B.  J.  Jordan  and  Col.  Jordan,)  who  pay  probably  near  twenty  times  th  '■ 
tax  to  the  town  that  McKinley  does,  of  getting  water  at  all,  that  W.  McKinley  (a  solitar  ■ 
old  bachelor)  may  never  be  put  to  the  trouble  of  stepping  five  steps  twice  to  get  wate, 
No  want  of  water,  then,  has  been  experienced  by  the  citizens  of  the  town  since  the  injunt 
tion  was  granted.  J 

Has  there  been  any  abuse,  by  the  institute,  of  its  rights  and  privileges?  The  testimon 
of  Col  Smith,  Robert  White  Pole  and  others  shows  that  the  most  extraordinary  care  ha 
been  taken  by  the  superintendent  of  the  institute  and  all  others  in  the  establishment  t, 
prevent  the  least  waste  of  water  ever  since  the  injunction  was  granted;  that  new  hydrant 
of  a  superior  quality  have  been  brought  on  at  great  expense,  by  the  superintendent,  an< 
substituted  for  the  old  ones;  that  the  quantity  necessary  to  be  consumed  has  been  greath  ■ 
diminished  by  digging  a  large  cistern  and  by  bringing  water  from  Wood's  creek. 

If  there  has  been  any  abuse  of  privilege  or  right  by  the  institute,  then,  in  what  does  i. 
consist?     Not  m  making  gas  or  steam-for  the  evidence  shows  that  no  gas  and  verv  littk  ' 
steam   is   made   at  the   only  season  of  the  year  when  it  is  alleged   that  there  is  ever  ami 
deficiency  of  water  in  the  town.     The  only  ground,  then,  upon  which  it  can  be  alleged 
taat  the  institute  has  been   guilty   of  any   abuse,   is  the   making  of  brick.      It  becomes 
necessary   then,  to  determine  whether  or  not  making  brick  does  of  itself  amount  to  an 
abuse  of  the  water  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  institute.     The  grounds  upon  which  it  is  alleged* 
in  the  defendant's  answer,  that  making  brick  is  an  abuse  of  the  privilege,  are,  that  the  only  I 
purposes  for  which  the  water  was  designed  to  be  used,  when  brought  to  town,  were  for 
culinary  and  domestic  purposes  and  the  extinguishment  of  fire,  and  that  it  was  never 
designed  to  be  used  for  making  brick. 

It  will  be  found  by  the  court,  upon  examination,  that  these  assumptions  are,  like  nearly 
all  the  assumptions  and  allegations  in  the  answer  upon  which  the  claims  of  the  town  are 
attempted  to  be  sustained,  utterly  destitute  of  foundation  in  fact,  unsupported  by  evidence, 
and  ^consistent  with  the  uniform  action  of  the  board  of  trustees  themselves.  That  it  was 
designed  to  use  the  water  for  culinary  and  domestic  purposes  and  for  the  extinguishment 
of  fires,  ,s  not  denied  ;  but  how  does  it  appear  that  it  was  not  contemplated  to  be  used  for 
making  bnck  and  building  houses.  That  is  unquestionably  an  ordinary  use  of  water  in 
this  and  any  other  thriving  town;  and  from  the  selection  of  the  Brushy  hill  springs,  and 
the  large  quantity  of  water  discharged  by  them,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  it  was 
originally  contemplated  that  the  water  should  be  used  for  those  purposes.  No  evidence  is 
adduced  to  show  that  such  a  use  is  contrary  to  the  design  of  those  who  brought  the  water 

irT; ,":,    Tlr practice  of  the  citizens'  sancti°ned  ^ the  ^  °f  tn^ 

shows  that  the  use  for  that  purpose  is  consistent  with  the  derign  of  those  who  brought  the 

>varpr  In  fnwn  o 


fSVTv?    the/dfndantS  admits  that  i{  ™  used  for  an  equivalent  by  one  individual 
at  the  head  of   own,  (of  course  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees,)  and  that  the  use  of  it  by 
another  individual  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  town  authorities.     See  page  11  of  answer. 
It  is  in  proof  that  John  N.  Lyle  was  permitted  to  take  water  from  the  college  line  of 

w3  Z'f  Z6  rX  7s  br°USht  t0  t0WD'  f°r  the  ^0S&  °f  mak<"  »»£  on  the 

lot  of  the  Episcopal  church,  for  which  he  was  charged  by  the  town  authorities. 

It  was  proven  that  the  water  was  taken  in  1843,  by  Woodson  &  Bagby,  to  make  brick 
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i  the  lot  of  S.  McD.  Moore,  and  that  Alexander  T.  Sloan  took  water  from  the  same  line 
pipes  to  make  brick ;  and  in  fact,  that  he  used  it  on  the  same  lot  that  is  now  used  by  the 
stitute — the  institute  having  bought  die  lot  since,  and  merely  continuing  the  use  of  the 
b.ter  from  the  same  outlet  made  by  Sloan,  and  for  the  same  purposes. 

It  is  in  proof  that  Win,  Jordan  has  used  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  making  brick 
ithin  the  limits  of  the  town,  and  that  it  has  been  constantly  used  for  plastering  and  build- 
g  all  the  bouses  erected  in  town  since  1838.  What,  then,  becomes  of  this  novel  preten- 
>n  of  its  being  inconsistent  with  the  original  design  of  those  who  brought  the  water  to 
wn,  to  use  it  for  the  purposes  of  making  brick  and  erecting  buildings? 

If  I  am  right  in  these  views,  there  is  no  shadow  of  ground  for  charging  the  institute  with 
abuse  of  its  privileges  since  the  injunction  was  granted — and  consequently,  in  that  view 
the  case,  the  motion  to  dissolve  must  be  overruled. 

But  suppose  we  are  to  go  back  of  the  order  granting  the  injunction,  and  to  enquire  into 
>uses  by  the  institute,  and  it  is  obvious,  from  the  testimony  taken  by  the  defendants  in  this 
mse,  that  that  is  their  chief  if  not  their  only  reliance  for  success,  in  their  present  applica- 
on  to  the  court. 

Let  us  see  how  the  matter  stands,  when  it  is  left  to  rest  upon  testimony  and  not  on  the 
lere  unfounded  assumptions  of  the  defendant's  answer.     That  there  was  a  deficiency  of 

ater  in  the  upper  end  of  town  in  the  summer  of  1852,  is  certain,  and  is  admitted  by  the 
efendant's  answer.  That  there  was  a  deficiency  of  water  in  town,  before  the  connection 
ras  formed  with  the  college  and  institute,  in  very  dry  seasons,  or  when  there  was  some 
3Cret  leakages  in  the  pipes — see  page  2d  of  answer,  near  the  bottom.  (And  by  the  w,ay 
le  deficiency  then  could  scarcely  have  been  less  than  it  has  been  during  the  present  dry 
sason.)  But  what  occasioned  the  scarcity  in  1852?  The  testimony  of  Mr.  Pole,  Mr. 
Vade  and  others,  proves  that  it  arose  from  three  large  leaks  in  the  pipes,  which  had  been 
urTerred  to  continue  for  a  long  time  unrepaired,  and  from  which,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
/ho  examined  them,  a  quantity  of  water  escaped,  sufficiently  large  to  have  supplied  the 
yhole  town!     See  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Pole. 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Fuller,  so  much  relied  on  to  prove  that  the  scarcity  of  water  was 
iwing  to  wastage  at  the  institute,  is  far  from  conclusive;  for  if  he  had  stopped  off  the  wa- 
er  from  any  portion  of  the  town  other  than  the  college  and  institute,  the  result  would  no 
loubt  have  been  the  same  in  causing  the  cistern  to  fill;  and  if  the  large  leaks  had  been 
topped,  it  would  never  have  been  empty.  The  deficiency  of  water,  then,  in  1852  was  not 
jwing  to  wastage  at  the  institute,  but  it  was  found  convenient  to  make  the  institute  the 
icape-goat,  to  answer  for  the  gross  negligence  of  the  town  sergeant,  engineer  and  trustees 
n  not  keeping  the  hydrants  and  pipes  in  town,  and  especially  the  pipes  between  the  spring 
md  town,  in  proper  repair. 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  real  question,  to  obtain  a  determination  of  which 

e  trustees  have  sought  this  controversy  with  the  institute.    That  they  have  sought  this  con- 

roversy,  I  think  will  be  apparent  to  any  one  who  reflects  upon  the  time  at  which  they  shut 

ff  the  water,  just  before  the  last  April  court,  when  the  dry  season  had  not  commenced,  as 

|well  as  from  the  whole  tenor  of  their  answer.     See,  particularly,  page  9th  of  the  answer. 


The  question  to  which  I  refer,  which  the  trustees  sought  and  still  seek  to  have  determined 
y  the  court,  is,  whether  or  not  the  trustees  of  the  town  have  the  absolute  and  uncontrollable 
right  of  stopping  the  flow  of  water  to  the  institute  at  pleasure?     See  the  foot  of  the  11th 
page  of  the  answer. 


Upon  what  basis  does  this  arrogant  pretension  rest?  It  rests  entirely  upon  an  assump- 
tion of  facts,  which  have  not  and  never  had  any  existence.  The  answer  admits  the  exist- 
ence of  the  contract  between  A.  Alexander  and  the  trustees  of  the  town,  set  forth  in  the 
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bill,  and  cites  a  portion  of  the  deed  from  Mr.  Atexander,  by  which  they  are  "permitted"  to 
take  all  the  water  of  the  large  spring  into  their  pipes ;  and  then  very  ingeniously  infers,  l 
from  that  permission,  a  right  in  the  town  to  the  whole  of  the  water,  even  against  A.  Alex- ! 
ander  himself,  unless  used  for  certain  purposes  specified  in  the  deed. 

In  order  to  make  out  their  claim,  they  are  compelled  to  disregard  several  important , 
clauses  in  the  deed,  and  especially  that  by  which  the  grantor  reserved  the  right  to  require 
the  trustees  to  endeavor  to  take  the  whole  of  the  large  spring  into  the  pipes. 

The  answer  admits  that  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Alexander  was  only  for  half  the  water  of 
the  spring,  and  that  the  deed  was  made  in  conformity  with  the  agreement.  The  deed 
shows  that  Mr.  A.  reserved  the  right  to  take  one-half  the  water  from  the  spring,  or  from 
the  pipes  to  be  used  by  him  or  his  successors,  (not  for  a  specific  or  limited  purpose,  as  the 
defendants  pretend,)  for  any  and  for  every  purpose  he  thought  proper.  The  language  of 
the  deed  is,  for  stock  and  other  purposes,  not  saying  what  purposes;  and  also  to  take  the 
water  out  at  some  point  most  convenient  to  my  (his)  house  where  I  (he)  live  (lived.)  No 
restriction  is  imposed  on  him  as  to  the  use  of  the  one-half  of  the  water  which  he  was  thus 
at  liberty  to  take.  He  might  take  it  for  the  purpose  of  watering  his  meadow  near  his 
house,  or  for  any  other  purpose.  He  reserved  the  right  to  require  the  trustees  to  take  the  ! 
whole  of  the  spring  into  the  pipes,  for  his  and  not  for  their  use,  and  was  only  bound  to 
permit  one-half  of  the  water  to  go  to  town,  and  not  even  that,  unless  they  kept  the  pipes  in 
repair.  He  expressly  reserved  one-half  the  water  for  his  own  benefit.  See  the  deed,  near 
its  close. 

The  right  of  the  grantor  over  his  half  of  the  spring  was  intended  to  be  as  absolute  and 
uncontrollable  as  the  right  of  the  town  to  the  other  half.  The  only  restriction  on  the 
grantor,  if  any,  was  as  to  the  place  or  places  at  which  he  was  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his 
half  of  the  water  from  the  town  pipes — and  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  trustees  might  per- 
mit him  to  take  out  bis  half  of  the  water  at  any  other  point  or  points  that  might  he  agreed 
on  between  ihem.  How  stood  the  matter,  then,  at  the  time  the  college  and  institute  pur- 
chased from  Mr.  Alexander?  He  was  the  owner  of  half  the  large  and  the  whole  of  the 
small  spring.  He  had  the  right  to  require  the  trustees  to  bring  the  whole  of  the  large 
spring  in  their  pipes  for  his  benefit.  That  right  could  only  be  exercised  at  the  time  the  I 
pipes  were  laid  down ;  and  the  presumption  is,  that  he  had  exercised  the  right,  as  the  j 
whole  of  the  water  was  taken  in.  He  had  the  right  to  take  half  the  water  from  the  pipes 
at  certain  designated  points,  for  his  own  benefit;  and  it  cannot  be  pretended,  wilh  any 
show  of  reason,  that  he  might  not  take  off  his  half  or  any  portion  of  it,  at  any  other  point  or 
points,  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees.  Nor  can  it  be  pretended  that  he  had  not  a  right 
to  transfer  his  right,  especially  with  the  assent  of  the  trustees,  to  any  other  persons  or  to 
any  corporation.  He  exercised  that  right,  by  selling  one-half  of  his  half  of  the  large 
spring,  and  all  of  the  small  one,  to  the  college  and  institute,  with  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sent of  the  trustees  of  the  town ;  and  they  agreed  that  the  water  so  sold  should  be  taken 
off  at  Barclay's,  within  the  limits  of  the  town.  The  college  and  institute,  then,  claim  a  ( 
right  to  the  fourth  of  the  water  discharged  from  the  large  and  all  discharged  from  the  small 
spring,  under  the  deed  from  Alexander  &  Barclay,  and  not  as  a  mere  gratuity  from  the 
trustees  of  the  town,  as  the  latter  pretend  to  regard  it. 

As  to  the  alleged  application  by  the  college  and  institute  to  the  trustees  of  the  town,  for   | 
the  supplies  of  water  then  flowing  through  their  pipes,  on  the  14th  of  April  1840— see  3rd    | 
page  of  answer,  if  any  such  application  was  ever  made,  and  there  is  no  shadow  of  evidence    i 
in  the  cause  to  prove  it — it  must  have  been  made  in  ignorance  of  the  rights  of  Mr.  Alexan- 
der, as  reserved  in  his  deed  to  the  trustees,  and  consequently  can  have  no  weight  in  this 
case,  even  if  it  be  true  that  such  an  application  was  made,  which  is  not  proved,  and  is  not 
admitted. 
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The  defendants  allege  in  their  answer,  that  a  few  days  after  the  contract  was  entered 
;o  between  the  college  and  institute  and  Alexander  and  Barclay,  they  (the  college  and 
stitute)  made  application  to  the  board  of  trustees  for  permission  to  carry  the  water 
is  purchased  through  their  (the  trustees)  pipes,  &c.  This  allegation,  it  will  be  perceived, 
:e  most  of  the  others  in  the  answer,  is  unsupported  by  any  evidence.  If  such  permis- 
tn  was  ever  asked,  (which  is  not  admitted,)  it  must  have  had  reference  to  the  water  of 
3  small  spring,  since  the  whole  of  the  large  spring — see  Wade's  testimony,  and  it  is  ad- 
tted  in  (he  answer — had  already  been  taken  into  the  pipes,  and  the  person  (Mr.  Alexan- 
r)  under  whom  the  institutions  claimed  a  fourth  of  the  large  spring,  had  the  right  to  re- 
ire  it  to  be  brought  into  the  pipes. 

It  is  apparent,  froui  what  has  been  already  said,  that  the  pretense  of  permission  being 
veu  to  the  institutions  to  bring  their  water  through  the  town  pipes,  as  a  favor,  is  utterly 
lfounded,  and  the  favor  was  from  the  other  side  to  the  town. 

The  whole  of  the  large  spring  was  already  taken  into  the  pipes,  in  conformity  to  the 
reement  between  the  trustees  and  Mr.  Alexander;  and  the  town  was  only  entitled  to 
le-half  the  water,  on  condition  that  they  kept  the  pipes  in  order;  and  it  was  evident  that 
king  the  small  spring  into  the  pipes  could  be  no  possible  injury  to  the  pipes  or  disadvan- 
ge  to  the  town.  The  town  could  suffer  no  possible  disadvantage  from  the  connection 
th  the  institutions,  unless  more  water  was  suffered  to  flow  to  the  institutions,  than  the 
urth  of  the  large  and  the  whole  of  the  small  spring  supplied.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
vantages  to  the  town,  to  result  from  the  connection,  were  great  and  obvious.  The  col- 
»e  grounds,  and  a  quantity  of  land  lying  between  the  college  and  the  institute,  were  in 
e  limits  of  the  town;  and  they  were  as  much  entitled  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  water 
ought  to  town  as  any  other  portions  of  the  citizens  of  the  town,  and  as  much  entitled 
have  the  pipes  extended  by  the  trustees  of  the  town,  at  the  costs  of  the  town,  for  their 
nefit,  as  the  other  citizens  residing  on  the  same  line,  from  Major  Preston's  to  Barclay's, 
ow  Brockenbrough's.) 

There  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  quantity  of  water  used  by  the  two  institutions 
9uld  never  equal  one-fourth  of  the  quantity  which  they  had  purchased,  and  it  probably 
ver  has  exceeded  one-sixth.  The  advantage,  then,  resulting  from  the  arrangement,  was 
d  is  entirely  on  the  side  of  the  town,  and  not  on  that  of  the  institutions.  And  it  must  be 
jar,  from  the  foregoing  view  of  the  case,  that  their  claim,  to  deprive  the  institutions  of 
iter  at  pleasure,  is  as  destitute  of  any  foundation  in  law  as  it  is  of  justice. 

That  the  court  may  see  more  fully  how  groundless  are  the  pretensions  of  the  defendants, 
will  here  point  out  a  few  of  the  unfounded  assumptions  and  allegations  in  their  answer, 
addition  to  those  already  exposed. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  answer,  that  the  expense  of  bringing  the  water  to  town  was  about 
12,000;  that  that  expense  was  borne  by  the  town  exclusively,  except  $500  paid  by  the 
unty ;  that  the  annual  expense  of  keeping  up  the  water  works  is  very  considerable ;  and 
at  neither  the  college  nor  institute  ever  contributed  one  cent  to  either  of  these  objects. 
2e  the  foot  of  the  first  and  top  of  the  second  page  of  the  defendant's  answer. 

All  of  these  allegations  are  believed  to  be  inaccurate  or  unfounded.  In  the  first  place, 
e  $  12,000,  if  expended,  included  the  costs  of  extending  the  pipes  through  a  considerable 
>rtion  of  the  town.  It  is  also  believed  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  $  12,000  was 
rived  from  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets,  or  from  persons  who  sold  them  in  pursuance  of  the 
X  of  assembly,  passed  on  the day  of 18 — .     See  page of  Sessions  Acts. 

It  is  proved  by  J.  W.  Fuller,  who  acted  as  town  sergeant,  that  all  of  the  professors  at 
dlege  and  the  institute  and  other  heads  of  families  at  the  latter  have  constantly  been 
larged  with  their  portion  of  the  town  taxes,  and  that  the  tax  so  levied  is  thrown  into  a 
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common  fund,  out  of  which  the  expenses  of  keeping  up  the  water  works  is  paid.  I  j 
lieve  it  is  also  the  fact,  that  the  town  still  owes  a  debt,  contracted  for  bringing  the  water 
town.  If  so,  the  professors  at  these  institutions  pay  a  portion  of  the  interest  out  of  i 
taxes  levied  on  them.  It  is  moreover  the  fact,  that  whilst  the  town  pays  but  $  10  a  year 
the  heirs  of  Mr.  Alexander,  the  college  and  institute  each  pay  $  10  a  year,  the  two  payi 
together  double  as  much  for  the  water  per  year  as  the  town.  See  the  deed  from  9 
Alexander  to  the  town,  and  that  from  Alexander  and  Barclay  to  the  college  and  institu 

The  excess  thus  paid  by  the  two  institutions  would  pay  the  interest  on  at  least  four-fif 
of  the  sura  which  it  is  alleged  the  town  pays  annually  for  keeping  her  water  works  in  i 
pair.  It  is  true  that  neither  the  college  nor  the  institute  pay  any  town  tax  on  their  pi 
perty.  They,  in  common  with  other  literary  institutions,  are  exempted  from  taxation 
the  general  laws  of  the  commonwealth;  and  it  is  believed,  that  no  other  civilized  co; 
munity  can  be  found,  in  which  any  objection  has  been  raised  to  such  an  exemption.  Eve 
candid  man  will  admit  that  the  benefits  derived  from  the  proximity  of  such  institutioi 
even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  far  more  than  counterbalance  any  loss  sustained  by  I 
citizens  of  the  town  by  reason  of  that  exemption. 

In  conclusion — I  will  remark,  that  the  authorities  of  the  institute  are  still  ready  to  acce 
to  any  fair  proposition  for  compromise,  and  thiiik  they  have  proposed  the  only  practicab 
plan  of  settling  the  matter  ;  and  they  are  prepared  to  acquiesce  in  any  reasonable  restri 
tions,  consistent  with  the  rights  of  the  institution  and  their  duty  to  the  state,  which  ti 
court  may  deem  it  proper  to  impose;  but  they  cannot  consent  to  be  dependent  on  1! 
county  or  whim  of  the  trustees  of  the  town,  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights.  But  if  thj 
cannot  continue  the  connection  on  any  other  terms,  they  ask  the  court  to  define  their  right 
and  if  the  court  shall  decide  that  they  have  not  the  right  to  bring  the  water  through  tl 
town  pipes,  to  give  a  reasonable  time  for  them  to  bring  the  portion  of  the  water  to  whij 
they  may  be  entitled,  in  a  separate  line  of  pipes  from  the  springs. 

I  entirely  concur  in  the  idea  advanced  in  the  answer,  that  if  the  agreement  between  tl 
town  and  the  two  institutions,  made  in  1840,  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  binding  contract,  i 
terms  must  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  either  party  from  using  or  abusing  its  righ 
secured  by  the  contract,  to  the  injury  of  the  other.  It  was  for  that  very  purpose  tl 
plaintiffs  came  into  this  honorable  court. 


The  foregoing,  from  page  seven  to  page  seventeen,  inclusive,  is  a  true  extract  from  th 
argument  of  one  of  the  plaintiff's  counsel,  filed  in  a  cause  depending  in  the  circuit  cou 
for  Rockbridge  county,  in  which  the  Virginia  military  institute  is  plaintiff,  and  the  town  ( 
Lexington  and  the  president  and  trustees  of  Washington  college  are  defendants. 

Teste, 

JOSEPH  G.  STEELE,  D.  C, 


